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LITTLE Karen Vile. aged seven months, will never 


NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


FINAL plans are being laid for the most 
unportant campaign staged by The Spastics 
Society since the mission which founded the 
charity 25 years ago. With the title Prevention 
Campaign 1978, and with the challenging 
slogan ‘Save a Baby’ the massive effort aims to 
save children and their parents from the heart- 
break of unnecessary handicap. 

Vital need for the campaign is based on firm 
evidence that if all available medical research 
was applied, at least 40 per cent of all cases of 
cerebral palsy could be prevented. In human 


terms this means that of the six spastic children 
born daily, at least two—and possibly three— 
could enjoy lives unblighted by handicap. 

So while continuing to work vigorously for the 
present generation of spastics, the Society is con- 
vinced that it has a solemn duty to future genera- 
tions, and must fight for a national prevention pro- 
gramme which will ensure that as many babies as 
possible have a healthy start in life. 

The campaign will seek fo raise an extra £2 million 
for research into prevention. 
need for prevention; for improved care of mothers 
and babies both. before and after birth, and it will 


have a fear of handicapped people — for people in 
wheelchairs like Charlie Leveson have always been 
part of her life at-a unique housing estate in London, 
where disabled and able-bodied people live together 
on equal terms. The estate was built with the hope 
that it would lead to real integration and the hope 
has been triumphantly realised. Karen makes eyes 
at Charlie while her mother Pauline, and brother 
Colin look on, and all are happy with their lives on 
the Habinteg estate. On Page 3, Spastics News 
discovers why Habinteg has been such a success. 
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Nature ‘walk’ in 


a wheelchair 
THE National ‘ Trust 
opened up a nature walk in the 
Lake District to people in 
wheelchairs. The path begins 
at Friars Crag on Derweni- 
water skirts the. north- 
eastern shore ofthe lake, re- 
turning through woodland 
along the Borrowdale Road. 
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and 
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~ Duchess will 


time for renewing old friend- 
ships as many local groups 
have been in existence as long 
as the Society itself, ‘This year 


| 
LOCAL group members 
from all over the country 
will be travelling to Lon- 


‘don on October 15 for the will provide an opportunity 
> : for delegates to get fogether 
Annual General Meeting, and compare notes on a 


the most important event 
| the Society’s calendar. 
‘his year’s meeting com- 
Memorates the — Silver 
Jubilee of The Spastics 
Society and to make it an 
extra special occasion, our 
Patron, HRH the Duchess 
of Kent, will be joining 
flelegates at the Royal 
College of Surgeons. 

The AGM is tradifiovally a- 


» 


quarter of a century of caring 
for the handicapped. 

The meeting will he 
addressed by Lord Goodmars, 
chairman of the independent 
committee which mquired inte 
charity law and voluntary 
organisations, publishing — its 
findings at the end of 1976. 
Another speaker will be Mr 
Alex Moira, a vice-chairman 
yf the Society, and one ef its 
four founder members. 


Delegates will also be voting. . 


attend AGM 


for members to fill seats on the 
Society’s Executive Council. 
Five members of the 15-strong 
council retire by rotation each 
year and nine candidates haye 
been nominated for election. 

After the speeches hy Lord 
Goodman and Mr Moira the 
Society’s honorary officers will 
report on the year’s progress 
and forecast future trends. 
Then the clection will be held, 
and the final part of the con- 
ference will be devoted to 
‘question and answer’ sessions 
during which delegates will be 
able to put their queries to 
chairmen of committees and 
senior members of staff on 
various aspects of the Society’s 
work, | 
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ling of all is the fact 
handicapped person 


campaign, 
gramme, a new film 
It will publicise the 


of handicap 


‘IT will always be a tragedy to be born handi- 
capped. For parents it means deep distress and 
a lifetime of unfulfilled hopes of what might 
have been. For the handicapped person it means 
a lifetime of frustration and fruitless regret.’ 


With these starkly simple words, The Spastics 


Society’s Chairman, Mr Dorrien Belson, presses 
home the vital necessity for the Society’s pre- 
vention campaign and its duty to save unborn 


generations from the anguish of a life of 


handicap. faethe Un oo) Rl ae an 
Writing in the 

Society’s Annual 

Report which _ has 


been published to co- | 
incide with the AGM 
on October 15, he 


press for more government money to be spent on pre- 
vention programmes. 
the sound economic reasons—as well as the humani- 
tarian ones—for preventing handicap. Most start- 


community up to £4 million, : 


Every sector of the Society will be united in the 
There will be a strong advertising pro- 


big national and regional events, an all-out pub+ : 
licity effort, a Capital Campaign in the City, and a ‘ 
direct mail appeals to millions of households, Z 


The Society will emphasise 


that caring for just one severely 
from birth to 65 can cost the 


about research and prevention, 


Dorrien Belson 


declares: “At the very 
least, handicap invari- 
ably means poverty, 
the denial of a satisfy- 
ing career and the 
complete dependence 
on the goodwill of 
others. 


Honest 


‘Many handicapped 
people make almost super- 
human efforts to overcome 
their disabilities, and we 
have boundless admiration 
for them, but let us be 
completely honest. No- 
body would choose to be 
born handicapped. No 
parent would wish to have 
less than a completely 
healthy child. It is our 
clear duty to help ensure 
that, wherever possible, 
these human tragedies are 
avoided. 

‘Our work up to now 
has been chiefly concerned 
with caring for the present 
generation of spastics, but 
through our continuing re- 
search programme and 


Cont. on Page 2. 
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They've no option, because 
the Newton Queensway is € 


its own axis, either way, ase : - 
giving complete 

manoeuvrability — | 
smoothly. And there's a a” . | 
built-in battery charger with \. || 
an automatic cut-off plus 
many other advanced 
features. Even the seat 

height is adjustable Z ae 
making it ideal for oe IZS/ | 
kitchen and office use. @ PK | : 
Telephone or write now ‘ 

for your Queensway free 

home demonstration 

and out-turn all others. Just another Newton first! 


Personal Loan facilities available. 


Reseancn’ (Dept) N17/SN) FREEPOST 5, ° . 
A SERVKE London WIE 4QZ Telephone: 01-637 5962 | 


When only the best will do - go Newton. 
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Such an exciting project-if only it had a name.. 


THE workmen have 
moved in, the founda- 
tions are laid, but The 
Spastics Society’s 
unique project in 
Britain's newest city, 
Milton Keynes, © still 
presents one problem 
— just what it should 
be called? The only 
certainty is that every- 
one concerned is very 
excited about the 
project. 


Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 


the Society’s Director of 
Resources said just before 
leaving at the end - of 
September for a week-long 
‘International Cerebral 
Palsy Society seminar in 
a 


= = 


‘All of us, voluntary 
organisations and _ local 
authorities have been busy 
finding work for the dis- 
abled, and have usually 
come. up with manual 
work — which the dis- 
abled are least able to do. 
It has always struck me as 
ridiculous especially since 
at the extreme we have 


brains ranking with the 
top intelligences in the 


country, in bodies which 
are severely physically dis- 
abled.’ 

So the idea of some- 
thing that was NOT a 
sheltered workshop turn- 
ing out baskets and. solder 
work was ‘kicked around 
the Resources Department 
and then like Topsy just 
growed,’ said Derek, add- 
ing: ‘I believe that what 


we have come up with is. 


unique. No other country 
has got anything like this, 
or anything near it.” 

‘This’ is the project for the 
nucleus of spastics whose 
brains put them among the 
top three per cent of the 
nation’s intelligentsia yet who 
must be totally reliant on 
others for purely physical 
needs, and need complex and 
highly expensive gadgetry to 
utilisé their intellects. 

The buildings are being 
erected in the Neath Hill area 
of Milton Keynes. Flats for the 
‘superbrain’ spastics will be 
attached to the accommodation 
for the complicated battery of 


“computing equipment they 
require. “Think Tank,’ ‘Intel- 
lectual. Work Shop, ‘Neath 


Hill Project,’ are all titles that 
have been thought up for the 
scheme, but have been rejected. 

Derek outlined further ee 


Derek Lancaster-Gaye 


lems—We have to sort out 
whether the kind of work will 
be collective or whether they 
will be doing their own thing 


— all we know is that. they 
will be doing think-type jobs. 
Their qualifications and needs 
are so varied. For us at the 
Society it is an experiment. 
We can visualise that some 
will be doing computing, 
others indexing or translating 
—others may want to get on 
with research. It will depend 
on them, and-on whether they 
have the staying capacity. It 
is not just a question of pro- 
viding independence — we 
know they can’t earn enough 
for total independence, so the 
Society will have to under- 
write the cost. But at least 
we are setting out to do it. 
No other country in the world 
has envisaged such a concept.’ 

Miss Margaret Morgan, the 
Society’s Controller of Personal 
Social Services, who also 
delivered a paper for the 
ICPS at Lisbon, was quick to 
stress that every aspect of the 
project was equally exciting. 


Generous aid for family centre 


DONATIONS to the 
Society’s Family Services 
and Assessment Centre in 
Fitzroy Square totalled 
£14,120 in 1976. Of this, 
£7,620 came from 78 local 
_groups and £6,500 from 
two regional funds. A fur- 
ther £5,500 was given by 
two regional funds towards 
the running costs of the 
Personal Social Services 
Department, which include 
the regional social workers 


and careers officers as well 
as staff at Fitzroy Square. 

The centre continued to be 
the focal point of a variety of 
activities, -with a large 
increase in the number of day 
visitors. Well over 2,000 
people came for information, 
advice, assessment or . coun- 
selling. 

Many short courses, social 
events and meetings were held, 
including family weekends, 
courses for engaged couples 
and a regular Sunday after- 


Offers, wants, and 


A YEAR ago the imsur- 
ance scheme for electric 
wheelchairs was announced 
and the brokers involved 
have already issued over 
500 policies. 

The scheme is proving a 
great benefit to the disabled 
and anyone who would like 
a proposal form should 
write to the Insurance 
Officer, The  Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ, enclos- 
ing a stamped, addressed 
envelope. 


A 21-YEAR-OLD girl from 
Cumbria would like a female 
pen-friend aged between 17 
and 20. She is not a spastic 
herself but is interested in 
making friends with cerebral 
palsied, deaf and blind people. 
Please write to Miss J. Mon- 
aghan, Kestrels, Woodend, 
Egremont, Cumbria CA22 
2TD. 


FOR sale, Bactric electric 
chair, de luxe model, 1975, 
many. extras, little use. — 
Guildford 70502, 


MR Ladislav Nevin, a 34- 
year-old Czechoslovakian man 


~ 


y 
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Head Office : 


Factory : 
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* All types of Fabrications 

*% Sheet Metal Work 

% Cabinet Manufacturers 

% Machine Guards and Ducting 


HOLLY MILLS 
SHEET METAL CO 


THE POPLARS, WOLLATON ROAD 
BEESTON, NOTTINGHAM 
Telephone 252412 (4 lines) 


POUNTNEY WORKS, THE POPLARS 
WOLLATON ROAD, BEESTON 
NOTTINGHAM. Telephone 252412 
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pen pals 


who became paraplegic follow- 


ing an accident eight years ago, 
is looking for a pen-friend in 
this country. Mr Nevin, who 
writes English well, is inter- 
ested in inventions and techno- 
logical subjects, 

Please write to Mr Ladislav 


Nevin, 11800 WNerudova 13, 
Praha I- Mala Strana, 
Czechoslovakia, 


WANTED—pen-friend (male). 


for attractive wheelchair- 


bound Jady. Aged 3845S. 
Homely. Able-bodied or 
slightly disabled. Preferably 
living in Devon or Cornwall. 
Car an advantage. Please 
write:—Miss J. Pearce, Pen- 
hallow, The Park, Lostwithiel, 
Comwall. 


FOR sale: Everest and Jen- 
nings electric wheelchair, com- 
plete with battery charger. As 
new. Only £250.—Write or 
telephone, Mr G. Ross, 52 
Carnaby Road, Darlington, 
Durham. Tel: Darlington 
53083. 


NY 
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Helpful gift tk 


noon group for families with 
young children in the London 
area. Some of the visitors 
who came to share ideas and 
obtain information came from 
as far afield as New Zealand, 
Indonesia, Japan and Peru. 

Groups which have already 
contributed to the centre in 
1977 include the Hertfordshire 
Spastics Society (£344.68), 
Hitchin Spastics Society (£300), 
Scunthorpe and District Spas- 
tics Society (£150) and the 
Isle of Wight Spastics Society 
(£100). The South East 
Regional Fund has donated 
£2,000. 


———— 


Barnsley centre 


BARNSLEY special care day 
centre for adults has 
received a much appreciated 
gift from the Barnsley Ladies 
Circle. Said the Supervisor, 
Mrs W. Carlson: “They have 
given us a round table and a 
storage trolley. The table 
allows easier group activities 
for those in wheelchairs and 
the trolley has separate trays 
which enables our severely 
disabled spastics to help them- 
selves almost unaided.’ 


PAUL Eccleston, a member 
of the Derby ’62 Club and a 
committee member of the 
Derby and District Spastics 
Society gave a talk on how he 
coped with his handicap, to 
the United Reformed Church, 
Derby. As a result the local 
group received a donation of 
£4, 


——— 


A LINE in a story about 
Crewe Work Centre published 
in last month’s Spastics News 
should have read that Mr 
Bullock had: ‘seen the senior 
design engineer of D. D. Lam- 
son’ and not ‘been the senior 
design engineer.’ 


a 


‘Save our babies 


Cont. from Page | 


available findings from 
other countries, it has been 
shown. that at least 40 per 
cent of cases of cerebral 
palsy could be prevented if 
all current knowledge was 
applied. We are now press- 
ing for urgent action to 
ensure that it is, and that 
no child has to bear the 
unnecessary burden of 
handicap. 

‘We cannot do this alone. 
It is a clear case for govern- 
ment initiative. We will press 
for a national programme on 
prevention of handicap on the 
lines of schemes in other 
European countries which have 
proved that a firm government 
commitment, plus funds to 
provide higher standards of 
care for mother and baby, the 
availability of new equipment, 
the application of research, 
and a vigorous public health 
programme, can have startling 
effect on the incidence of 
handicap. 

‘Prevention is a matter of 
national concern, and it is up 
to the public to demand 
action. The Society is cam- 
paigning for a prevention pro- 
gramme on compassionate 
grounds- because we wish to 
spare people from a lifetime 
of difficulty, but we must also 
emphasise that there are sound 
financial reasons, too: Other 
countries have proved that 
extra spending on prevention 
is more than offset by dramatic 
savings in treatment, care and 
welfare benefits.’ 

Mr Belson pledges: ‘We will 
continue to .work~ whole- 
heartedly to help the present 
generation of handicapped 


people, but we have an equal: 


duty to a generation as yet 
unborn, and our prevention 
campaign is probably the most 
important we have ever under- 
taken. Six spastic babies are 
born every day —- let us be 


MORTON BOND 
& CO 


Removals e Deliveries 
Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 
FREE LOAN OF TEA CHESTS 


Tel: 021-773 4019 
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constantly aware that even at 
the present stage of research 
findings, at least two of them 
need not appear in the statis- 
tics on handicap at all but 


could grow up to be the 
helpers rather than the 
helped.’ 


This is a ‘fine ambition for 
us all’ in the Society’s Jubilee 
Year, says Mr Belson. 


Income up 


The 25th anniversary of the 
Society has already been 
marked, reports Mr Belson, by 
the fact that for the first time 
public generosity has passed 
the £44 million mark, and the 
increased income has helped 
cope With disastrous inflation 
and cnabled the Society to 
support presemt services, and 
initiate ambitious new pro- 
jects which are the hallmark 
of a pioneering organisation. 


“Unfortunately, however, it 
must be remembered that while 
our net appeals income rose 
by 13 per cent inflation ran 
at 17 per cent during the year, 
SO We must yet again call on 
our loyal supporters to raise 
even more money for us in the 


year ahead. 


‘Our Silver Jubilee Year is 
a time of looking back, and the 
Society can do so with justified 
pride in achievement. Not only 
in our own efforts which have 
resulted in 60 national schools 
and centres, 190 local voluntary 
groups, and a complexity of 
other services to aid spastics 
and their families, but also in 
the way we have influenced 
public attitudes. The whole 
climate of national opinion 


. towards the needs of the handi- 


capped has changed during 
those 25 years, and our 
founder members could 
scarcely have envisaged the 
time when so much would be 
done to help the most unfor- 
tunate members of the com- 
munity.’ 


| 
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Although the nucleus of spas. 
tics would be operating from 


an office providing consider 
able personal care; there would — 
also be integrated housing for 
those spastics working else. — 


where in Milton Keynes, and 
who had Jess severe dis- 
abilities. 


Meanwhile the great de. — 


bate continues — just what 


is the perfect title this pro- 


ject that has _ been 
described as ‘unique’ and 
‘exciting’? It meeds to be 
short, snappy and yet at 
the same time clearly de- 
picting the many facets of 
the project. 
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A friend to 


parents and 


children 


MISS Rose Carroll, adminis- 


trative officer for The Spastics 


Society’s Personal Social Ser- 
and the i= 
Family Services and Assess: 


vices departments, 


i) 


-@ 


ment Centre at Fitzroy Square, 
London, died suddenly at her 


home on September 7. 
was within 


she joined the Social Work ~ 


During that time 
Carroll got to know many 


spastic children and their 
parents who visited the 
Society’s Assessment Panel, — 


first at the Society’s head 


quarters at Park | Crescent, — 
London, and later when the 


in 1968. As Miss Margaret — 
Morgan, 


affection for the hundreds of 


children who visited us and 
she continued to keep a lively 


interest in them.’ 

Philip Dyer, 
Employment, who has worked 
with Miss Carroll since the 
Fitzroy Square centre opened, 
says: ‘Rose was a very warm 
hearted person with a splen- 
didly irreverent sense of 


humour. She will be remem- 


bered with great affection yg 
her many friends.’ 


TYME MUSIC LTD 


Specialists in Trt 


Guitar and Amplification 
for Professionals and 
Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 2 


* Department of Education Members welcomed 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts a 
Tel: Hemel Hempstead 65322 | 
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two years of ~ 
retirement from a career with 
the Society which began when | 
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Department in 1961. a 
Miss” - 


Controller of Per- e 
sonal Social Services says: — 
‘Rose Carroll had a very real — 
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ing toget 


_ SPASTICS NEWS reports on 


a unique housing estate 


_ AN investigation by The Spastics Society into 
_ how disabled people were faring on a unique 
_ housing estate designed to integrate handicapped 
people with able-bodied householders reveals 
that the project has been triumphantly successful 
in improving the quality of life for the handi- 


capped, 

The Moira Housing 
Estate, in Haringey, 
_ London, was built by 
— the Habinteg Housing 
_ Association, with the 

financial help of The 
Spastics Society, in 
~ close _ co-operation 
with Haringey .Coun- 
cil, which provided the 
land. 


* The first residents moved | 


in four years ago. Of a 
total of 58 flats and houses, 
17 are occupied by handi- 
capped people, or by fami- 
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"New home 


~ changed 
our lives 


STEPHEN and Christine 
Mackenzie are a_ spastic 
married couple, aged 33 
and 29. Christine has 
spent most of her life in 
institutions until she 
married Stephen and was 
allocated a flat. 
‘It has completely changed 
_ my life being here,’ she said. 
‘When I arrived I could not 
make myself understood as my 
Speech was so bad due to my 
handicap. Now, through con- 
tact with ordinary people, it 
has improved so much that 


everyone can understand what 
{am saying. Another incen- 


tive to speak more clearly was , 


because I was a _ housewife 
and needed to be-able to ask 
for things in the shops. 


The chores 


‘L was wheelchair-bound. 
too, and my new life gave me 
such a lift I suddenly thought 
that I must try and get about 
to do the chores, The council 
supplied me with a tripod and 
now I surprise even myself 
the way If get around. I never 
thought I'd be able to do much 

- cooking, but I put-chops in the 
oven yesterday and even made 
a toad-in-the-hole. ; 
Stephen says that their life. 
in contrast with their exist- 
ence in a hostel, has become 
highly enjoyable. ‘“No~ one 
who hasn’t been institutional- 
ised can understand what it 
means to be your own master, 
-to be free to decide on your 
life-style and do what you like 
Without interference.’ 

Recently Stephen came into 
some money, and he and 
Christine have. just moved to 
a bungalow in Milton Keynes. 
“Without the chance to see 
What we could do here, we 
“Would never have had the 
‘futs to make the arrange- 
ments,” he says. 
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lies with a handicapped 
“member. Disabled people 
total 22 on the estate, com- 
pared with 120 able-bodied 
tenants: Much of the 
estate. is accessible — to 
wheelchair-bound — people, 
and the flats in which they 
live are adapted to their 
needs, 


New Friends 


Said Mr Tony Moore, 
the Estate’s community 
assistant: ‘I have worked 
with handicapped people 
all my life, but they were 


_ always isolated from able- 


bodied people except when 
they needed something. If 
had no idea at first how the 
integration would work. I 
think most of us thought 


that the handicapped 
would make friends only 
with other handicapped 


neighbours, but the reverse 
has been the case. In most 
cases, they make friends 
among the able-bodied or 
pick and _ choose their 
friends irrespectively. 

‘This estate is the living 
proof that the right place 
for the handicapped is 
within the community, and 
not isolated in special 
centres and hostels where 


they see only people who 
‘are similarly afflicted. 

“What struck me particularly 
is how much more outgoing 
the handicapped. are since 
they have been living here. 
They are not so lethargic and 
‘not so bored. Having res- 
ponsibility for themselves is 
a challenge they - happily 
accept, and thoroughly enjoy, 
You can just-sense how much 
happier they are.’ 


Independent 


At first, Mr Moore and his 
wife were asked to bath some 
of the more heayily handi- 
capped residents. ‘But now 
most of them.request to have 
hoists fitted in their bath- 
rooms so that they can be 


independent of this service. 

‘Our handicapped residents 
are not at all demanding and 
manage very well. In four 
years I have received only 200 
emergency calls, and some of 
these were from able-bodied 
people. These were mostly 
for small accidents, sudden ill- 
nesses, and there were four 
cases of handicapped people 
falling out of bed. I could 
easily be called upon more 
often because every disabled 
person on the estate has an 
emergency bell. The calls 
come through to me and a red 


light goes on outside their 
flats.’ 
The majority of handi- 


capped people manage to do 
their own shopping and cook- 
ing, getting a certain amount 
of help each day from home 


Cont. on Page 4 


‘Coping alone was good for us 
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JOHN and Yvonne Hall with their easy-going guard 
dog Rufus acquired after a burglary. The fact that the 
estate includes a number of handicapped people does not 
prevent incidents such as break-ins and vandalism, 


Kyiv 


JOHN and Yvonne Hall 
got married in 1971. Both 
were living at a Spastics 
Society centre in Essex 
which they liked very 
much. But four years ago 
they were offered a flat on 
the estate and haye lived 
there ever since. Both are 
severely handicapped. John 
is confined to a wheelchair 
and cannot speak. Yvonne 
is also wheelchair-bound 
with limited hand control. 

They have both recently 
acquired BA degrees from the 
City of London Polytechnic in 
politics and Government, hav- 
ing been backed financially by 
Haringey Education Depart- 
ment. 

“Although we were happy at 
the Society centre. my great 
fear was the longer. we stayed 
there the less independent we 
would become,’ says Yvonne. 
‘It has done us an enormous 
amount of good coping on our 
own. They even weathered a 
burglary that occurred a short 
while ago and have acquired a 
house dog called Rufus 


They have made — great 
friends with the able-bodied 
family upstairs and if ever 
Yvonne gets in a muddle she 


calls on them and they wil- 
lingly give a hand, 


her plan succeeds 


Integration? The true meaning of the 
word is in this picture... 


PICTURE which sums up the success of the Habinteg 
scheme for integrated living. A burst of autumnal good 
weather gave Margaret Ince the opportunity of bringing — 
out Habinteg’s newest resident, Brian William, who 
weighed into the world in August. Margaret’s husband, 
Ralph, is a spastic working af Remploy. Also sitting on 
a bench is Ian Bentley, a spastic, who with his wife, 
Carol, moved to Habinteg nearly a year ago from Har- 


penden Adult House Unit. Standing, left to right, are 

Linda Moore, Miss Plummer, Beryl Mears, Pauline Vile. 

holding Karen, and on the extreme right is Tony Moore 

talking to Carol, while his daughter Colina stands behind. 

shy two small boys to the left are Peppi Moore and Colin 
ile, 
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The Employment 
Service Agency’s 
Rehabilitation 
and Resettlement 
Service 


Can help disabled people 
to find the right job... 


Our services include: 


Employment 
Rehabilitation courses 
Grants for modifications 
to premises and 
equipment 

Provision of special 
employment aids 


Visit us at Stand No 52 
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4 SPASTICS NEWS 


‘Claim new 


benefit 
call to 
women 


IF you are a disabled mar- 
ried woman, do not delay 
in applying for the new 
tax-free benefit of £10.50 
which will be paid from 
November 17. 

The new benefit is not 
means-tested and is expected 


to provide an _ additional 
income for about 40,000 
severely disabled married 


women who can qualify if they 
are incapable of their normal 
household duties and also of 
paid work. 

Mr Alf Morris, Minister for 
the Disabled, states: ‘This is a 
very important new benefit for 
which organisations of and for 
the disabled have campaigned 
for many years. It will help 
tens of thousands of the most 
hard-pressed families in Britain 
today.’ 


A further 5,000 women may 
be eligible for the pension but 
their family income will not 
rise by the full £10.50 because, 
for example, of the over- 
lapping benefit rules applying 
to national insurance benefits. 


The pension is intended to 
help women who have been 
continuously incapable of work 
and household duties for at 
least 28 weeks and who do not 
qualify for full-rate sickness or 
invalidity benefit because they 
do not have enough National 
Insurance contributions, They 
must “be aged under 60 to 
qualify. 

Eligibility for the pension 
will be decided by an inde- 
pendent insurance officer, with 
appeal rights to a local tri- 
bunal and. thence to the 


National Insurance Commis-. 


sioner. A medical examination 
will normally be necessary. 


Families where the wife is 
severely disabled are urged to 
obtain the leaflet (NI 214)-as 
soon as possible either from 
their local social security office 
or by using the coupon in press 
advertisements, 


; 
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MISS Adeline Plummer takes a stroll in the sunshine with 
Habinteg’s Community Assistant Tony Moore, who laid 
out the flower beds and has tended them with affection 
ever since. He and his wife Linda no longer have the 
heavy work of having to bath severely handicapped resi- 
dents, because personal independence has developed with 


the Habinteg way of life. 


Goodbye Lancaster, 
welcome Beaumont © 


THE Spastics Society’s former Lancaster Indus- 
trial Training Centre in Slyne Road, Lancaster, 


re-opened on September 


College. 
The change of name 


indicates a complete ~ 


re-structuring of the 
facilities to meet the 
current needs of 
spastic pupils. 

The college offers a one- 
year extended education 
course for 70 residential 
students between the ages 
of 16 and 18 years who are 


“AGRIMOTORS' 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, & 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
we specialise in this form of coach hire. 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 
Devon, EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 
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J. R. ADAMS 
(Newcastle) Ltd 


TRANSPORT 
CONTRACTORS 


FISHER STREET 
WALKER 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 
Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2/3 
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within the below average 
to average intellectual 
ability range. 

It will serve as a social and 
educational maturing ground 
as well as providing training 
which can lead towards 
employment. The main areas 
of activities will be environ- 
mental studies, a variety of 
arts and crafts, language 
development, numeracy, home 
economics, a variety of voca- 
tional skills, including office 
practice; physical education 
and outdoor pursuits; and a 
general educational area that 
emphasises the development 
of social skills. 

Mr George Marshall is the 
new headmaster. He was 
formerly the head of Mere 
Oaks School for Physically 
Handicapped Children, at 
Boars Head, Wigan, Lancs, 


Charitable help 


from local group 


EAST Staffordshire Spastic 
Society held its first Annual 
General Meeting, and although 
fund raising had been hit by 
inflation, the funds were 
buoyant enough to allow the 
Society to donate £100 to a 
local appeal. 

This was done because the 
officers felt all local charities 
helping the handicapped were 
affected by inflation. A toy 
library is in the process of 
being formed. 


PREGNANCY. 
TESTING 


British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service is a non-profit making 
registered Charitable Trust. 


Birmingham 021-643 1461 
Bournemouth 02016 77720 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 


Liverpool 
London 
Manchester 
Sheffield 


0742 738326 
SN Oct9 


More Habinteg homes on 
= the way 


Cont. from Page 3 
helps provided by Haringey 
Council. 

‘T have never heard of a 
single case of rudeness or teas- 
ing of handicapped people 
here, said Mr Moore. ‘In 
fact, the children are delight- 
ful. They will automatically 
push a wheelchair if they see 
a handicapped person on the 
estate, 

‘There has been nothing but 
goodwill and friendliness 
among the tenants. They help 
out their neighbours in the 
ordinary way and make no 
fuss about it,’ 

There is a social club on the 
estate, and the school hall is 
used for social functions. 
Parties are held at Christmas 
for children and adults, and in 
the summer there is a child- 
ren’s sports day. ‘The handi- 
capped residents enjoy all these 
occasions with great  en- 
thusiasm,’ _said Mr Moore. 
‘They also join in the pre- 
parations and plans. 

‘I think the handicapped par- 
ticularly enjoy the natural con- 
tact they have with children 
since, for the most part, they 
have no children of their own. 
The kids run in and out to 
talk to them and are com- 
pletely natural about the whole 
business of handicap. If they 
want to ask a question, they 
ask it and no one is offended.’ 

Commented Mr James 
Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society: “This 
investigation proves quite 
conclusively that our plan 
to bring the handicapped 
out into the community is 
the right one.’ 

Habinteg Housing Asso- 
ciation already have other 
estates under construction 
—in Islington’ (London), 
Paddock Wood _ (Kent), 
Ossett (Yorks), Yarm 
(Yorks), Peterborough 
(Lincs), Middlesbrough 
(Cleveland) and Crosby 
(Lancs). 

Many other complexes 
are also at the planning 
stages all over England. 


Sl 


UMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


L 4b D Make your Car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 


: 
| 
DON’T let your 
favourite spastic hide 
his or her light. under 
a bushel. People in 


close daily contact 


with the cerebral pal-- 


sied often become so 
used to the way in 
which disabilities are 
overcome that they 
tend to forget the 


effort involved. 
Somebody you know 


His prize 
grew — for 
others 


WHEN William Keown 
gained second place in 
the Society’s Special 
Achievement Award he 
declared that his prize- 
money would go 
towards an appeal fund, 
That £25 has, in the 
space of five months, 
swelled to £2,444.38 
through Mr Keown’s 
efforts. His most recent 
was a garden fete which 
made £1,317. Mr Keown 
has already donated 
£1,700 to the Northern 
‘Ireland Council _ for 
Orthopaedic - Develop- 
ment and intends to 
contribute even more. 
He said: ‘Several good 
folk from within the 
community have shown 
a great desire to con- 
tinue the appeal, so I 
am very optimistic for 
| the future.’ 


Achievement '77 
You may know 
the winner... 


COLYER & SOUTHEY 
(SALES) LTD. 


17-18 Tooks Court, Cursitor Street, EC4 
Telephone: 01-242 0091 (20 lines) 


Commercial Art Materials 


Sole Distributors of ‘Snopake’ and 
Sole Manufacturers of C.S.10 Line Boards 


vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 2 a | 


Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


OCTOBER 1977 _ 


Ba 
ae 


might well qualify for The 2 
Spastics Society’s Achieve, 
ment Award, presented ane 


nually ‘for the most out. 
standing effort or the most 
meritorious achievementin 
any field by a cerebral pal- 
sied (spastic) person in 3 
Britain from the age of J2- 
years upwards.’ Nomina- 
tions are now being invited 
for the 1977 award. oe 

The words ‘achievement’ or 
‘effort’? cover a very Wide ficld, 
Comparatively minor achieve- — 
ments which have nevertheless 
involved terrific effort and 
determination on the part of 
the handicapped person ins ._ 
volved stand as much chance of  — | 
winning as more spectacular 
feats. .The award seeks to 
recognise the way in whicha 
spastic person has overcome {| 
his or her disability by sheer | 
guts and determination. 
Degrees of handicap are always 
taken into account by the — 
judges so that all entrants — 
compete in equal terms. 


Oh on) OY 


Rr ons, 


Prizes 


First prize in the award is 
a cheque for £250 plus a silver 
cup which the winner holds for 


and third prize is £15. All ~ 


finalists also receive an in- 
scribed medal. F 
A -special prize will be — 


awarded by Mr James Loring, _ 
the Director of the Spastics 
Society, to a nominee, who in — 
his opinion has shown a_ 
special effort, although he or 
she is not selected by the ~ 
judges as one of the finalists. — 

Closing date for nominations 
is January 3 1978 but entries 
will be welcome from now ~ 
onwards. Nominations and all | 
correspondence in connection — 
with the award should be sent — 
to Mrs Nina Heycock, 27-33 © 
Harrington Gardens, London ~ 
SW7 4JT, who is organising — 
the award on behalf of The — 
Spastics Society. fe 
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by Liz Cook 


AT four, they said of 
Claire Sanderson at the 
nursery, that she was 
he most well adjusted 
handicapped child they 
had ever seen. At six, 
she was so introverted 
that she went away to 
a residential school, and 
at 13 Claire says: ‘Il was 
dead sensitive. | used 
to see the others get- 
ting dressed up ready 
to go to the discos and 
really hating it. If | 
went to a party I’d 
sidle round the edge of 
the room in a long 
dress and if | met any- 
body the next day 
who'd been there and | 
was in jeans I’d get em- 
barrassed. Of course | 


‘rouldn’t bother 
NOVY’. 
Claire, of - Stcoke-on- 


rent, Staffs, is 16, got 
excellent results in her ‘O’ 
Levels this summer and 
most of her free time is 
taken up with her boy- 
friend. ‘Paul and I have 
been going out for a year 
— we met at a party and 
e’s given me loads of self- 
confidence,’ 

It’s only when Claire, in 
denims and fashion boots, gets 
to walk that any disability 
Shows up. ‘I’m lucky really 
being left-handed because it’s 
he other hand and my legs 
that are affected’ is the way 
jaire dismisses her spastic 
triplaegia. She was well over 
two before it was diagnosed. 
‘1 was taken to the doctors 
becatise I couldn’t crawl or 
watk and sat in a funny way. 
The doctor said I was all right 
because I talked early.’ Even- 
tually a hospital specialist 
diagnosed cerebral palsy. 

'‘It was a shock,’ Claire’s 
father George recalled. Ever 
ince he has been a member of 


R David Ennals, Secre- 
lary of State for Social Ser- 
Vices, says there is a 
desperate need for social 
Workers and the services 
they provide — and he 
launched a strong attack on 
What he called ‘the cynical 
View that social workers 
are a luxury we cannot 
allord.’ 
Mr Ennals. who was speak- 
Ng at the annual conference 
the British Association of 
social Workers in Aberyst- 
Wyth on September 16, said: 
The health and _ personal 
Social services are too often 
tonvenient Aunt Sallies for 
‘nsationalism and condem- 
Nation by those seeking cheap 
ublicity, They will select an 
Ndividual judgment by a 
9cial worker on an isolated 
Mcident at a hospital to con- 
mn a service that does a 
Plendid job, often in difficult 
ircumstances. 
here were still some people 
h local government ‘and I 
spect far more among the 
msneral public’—who set a low 
riority on the need for social 
Yorkers, said Mr Ennals. ‘In 
heir jaundiced view, social 
Orkers merely pander to 
tople’s inability to stand on 
tir own two feet. Thus 
lose who set a very high 


girl at St. 


the North Staffordshire Spas- 
tics Association and for the 
last five he has been the 
secretary. 

‘I didn’t mind being handi- 
capped at all when [ was little,’ 
Claire remembers, ‘and when 
it came to having operations 
I couldn’t wait to get to hos- 
pital. Then when I was six I 
had the one done on my hips. 
It took four men to get me 
into bed because of all the 
plaster.’ She was in hospital 
18 weeks and still in splints at 
night for another three months. 

It was about this 
Claire’s parents noticed the 
change in their daughter. She 
no longer wanted to play with 
friends at home-and so it was 
decided to see if boarding at 
the local school for the physi- 
cally handicapped, Horton 
Lodge, where she was already 
a day pupil, would help. 

For the last six years Claire 
has been a pupil at St 
Dominic’s, a former direct 
grant high school now inde- 
pendent, run by nuns with a 
high academic reputation. The 
fees and taxi to take her the 
14-mile journey have been paid 
by the local authority. 

‘Oue thing about St Domin- 
ic’s, said her father, ‘is that 


afford’ 


priority—as I do—on the 
crucial role of social workers, 


must stand up and. be 
counted, I utterly reject the 
cynical view that — social 


workers are a 
cannot afford. Many people 
up and down the country 
desperately need the help and 


luxury we 


time © 


it has given her this great self- 
confidence.’ Claire disagreed. 
‘NO — when I went to St 
Dominic’s I was that big- 
headed! They’d all made a 
fuss of me at Horton Lodge. 
Now at St Dominic’s there are 
really clever girls. The first day 
I loved it, the next day I 
thought it was vile, and by 
half-term Id settled down and 
made friends.’ 


The Sandersons were advised 
against sending Claire to the 
Society’s Thomas  Delarue 
School because she would be 
with children whose physical 
disabilities were far worse than 
her own. Despite the occa- 
sional difficulties, Claire is 
glad her parents accepted this 
advice. ‘The only drag ° is, 
there’s miles of walking- 
corridors and stairs at school 
— at first they seemed endless.’ 
Scholastically Claire.is flying 
high — two ‘O’ level passes at 
A grade, five at B and one at 
C. She failed Maths hope- 
lessly and is to re-sit it in 
November. ‘But I’m very 
pessimistic about it!’ She is 
doing three ‘A’ levels, English, 
German and General Studies, 
and hopes to go on to Univer- 
sity to read a modern langu- 
age. ‘Although I expect Pl 


Social workers — ‘A luxury we MUST — 


support that social workers 
provide.’ 

Since 1971 there had been 
an explosion of client demand 
and a very rapid expansion of 
the personal social services, 
said Mr Ennals. ‘Restraint in 
public expenditure has forced 
a halt to this expansion—but 
it must resume before long if 
we are to achieve our social 
work aims and cope with so 
much unmet need.’ 


Killers and Horrors 
seek opponenis 


STAFF and employees at the Society’s work centre at King- 
ston, Surrey, are having such fun with wheelchair handball 
matches that now they hope other centres in the area will join 


them in an annual tournament. 


The final of their own series of 


matches—with ‘home’ teams augmented by parents, friends and 
residents from the Jocal Society hostel—was such a success that 
the work centre players are keen to take on new competition. 

Already one of the parents has donated a silver cup, and 
manager Mr Reg Stacey says: ‘Wheelchair handball is a lot of 
fun. and if other centres take part it will be an ideal way for 


us to get together.’ 


Wondering how the players even up the competition? The 
non-handicapped play in wheelchairs, tco, so they are on equal 


terms with the work centre and hostel teams, 


And judging by 


the names they chose for this year’s tournament they are not 
afraid of competition—the Kingston Killers and the Hostel 


Horrors, 


Dominic’s 


Confident Claire and her 
proud father. 


change my mind when it comes 
to it!’ She spent the summer 
working for her father at the 
Burslem company where he is 
the Works Chemist. ‘It was 
great fun working in a labora- 
tory.’ 

At home the only conces- 
sion made to Claire’s handi- 
cap — according to her father 
— is the downstairs bedroom 
and shower extension. ‘No,’ 
said Claire good-humouredly: 
‘It’s because I’m too lazy to 
walk upstairs!’ 


Claire—the most confident | How you can keep 
up to date in 78 


SPASTICS NEWS 5 


CALENDARS for 1978 designed and produced by The 
Spastics Society are available from the end of October 
from headquarters. The calendars were introduced last 
year as a means of getting information about the Society 
across to the public at a glance, and they were very well 


received. 


Each page has a full colour illustration showing 
some aspect of the Society’s work, such as a centre or 
school, with accompanying explanatory text. 

The calendars are available, from the Advertising 
Department, The Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ, priced £1.30 with a 33 per cent 


discount for local groups. 


HIGHLIGHT of this 
year’s Annual Conference 
of the Society’s Wales 
Region on October 29 will 
be a discussion between a 
spastic couple and the war- 
den of a residential centre. 
Alan Kerwin and his wife 
Diane from the Society’s 
Married Accommodation 
in Cardiff, who have wide 
experience of spastics’ cen- 
tres from schooldays on, 
will put the consumer’s 
point of view. Ray Smith, 
Warden of the Society’s 
Drummonds _ Residential 


Centre in Essex will speak 


as a provider of services, 

Theme of the conference is 
‘Residential care—are present 
and planned | facilities ade- 
quate?’ and will be of special 
interest to parents of adult 
handicapped sons and daugh- 
ters. 

In the morning Derek Lan- 


Wales Region probes 
residential care 


caster Gaye, Director of 
Resources for The Spastics 
Society, will give a talk called 
‘Back to the community,’ and 
Mr R. Travers, senior coun- 
sellor and personal assistant to 
Leonard Cheshire, Cheshire 
Foundation, will speak on 
‘Whose home is it?’ 


After lunch the discussion 
between Ray Smith and the 
Kerwins will open a session in 
which members of the audience 
will be able to question a 
panel of experts, chaired by 
Miss Margaret Morgan, Con- 
troller of Personal Social Ser 
vices for The Spastics Society. 
The panel will include three 
experts from Welsh local 
authorities. 

The conference will be held 
at the Commodore Hotel, 
Llandrindod Wells, Powys. 
Members of the Wales 
Regional co-ordinating com< 
mittee will be able to stay 
overnight for the committee’s 
AGM the next day. 
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LONDON 


LONDON 


LONDON 


Make a date to visit 


THE NATIONAL AIDS 
FOR THE DISABLED . 
EXHIBITION 
& CONFERENCE 


at the Royal Horticultural Society’s NEW HALL, Westminster 


NOVEMBER 9—12, 1977 


The ONLY NATIONAL EXHIBITION for 
the DISABLED in the UK. 


More than twelve hundred square metres of display 


area for the promotion of the latest equipment for the 


disabled from leading UK and foreign manufacturers. 


ADMISSION TO THE EXHIBITION WILL BE FREE 


Complimentary tickets for the exhibition are now available from: 


NAIDEX CONVENTIONS LIMITED 
Temple House, 36 High Street 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1JG 


Tel: (0732) 59533/4 


Telex: 95604 
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Tell me, Mr Moira, what do you think of it so far? 


WHEN you had a dream 
which in 25 years became 
a triumphant reality, you. 
could surely be forgiven 
for taking a modest pride 
in achievement. But not if 
you are Mr Alex Moira! 

In the Society’s Silver 

._Jubilee Year it was surely 
appropriate for Spastics News 
to ask him -if he felt proud 
when he saw ‘The Spastics 
Society of today—one of 
Britain’s major charities and 
one of the world’s - leading 
organisations for the care of 
the handicapped. 

Because after all, without 
Alex Moira, now a_ Vice- 
Chairman, and his fellow 
founder members*, there 
would not be a _ Spastics 
Society. They were the revo- 
lutionaries of their time. 

So Mr Moira politely 
allowed us to ask him 
questions, but not once would 
he even hint that a lot of the 
credit was due to. him person- 
ally. Not once did he begin 
a sentence: ‘I did this’ . «5 or 
‘T arranged’ . . .? or ‘I thought 
... He was happy to com- 
ment about the work of the 
Society, but as to his part in 


it? Here he has a natural 
unassuming modesty which can 
best be described as deprecat- 
ing, 

We asked all the usual 
questions: “Don’t you feel 
proud when you see how the 
Society has grown and how 
much it has done?’ ‘Oh no, 
he replies. ‘So many people 
have contributed brick by brick 
to this edifice. ~ Personalities 
don’t matter.’ 

‘But surely you must feel a 
little proud . =. we pressed. 
The reply: ‘It is gratifying 
when a pérson can take a small 
action or make a modest con- 
tribution which results in 
something important.’ 

At this point, Spastics News 
realised it was defeated in its 
attempts to make Alex Moira 
say something ... . anything 

. about his 25 years of 
dedicated work for the Society, 
and to his relief, concentrated 
on the organisation rather than 
the man: ; 

Is the Silver Jubilee a time 
for taking stock-on the past, 


‘and planning for the next 25 


years? ‘The Society takes 
stock every 25 minutes, and is 
continuously reviewing’ the 
work. It is so important to be 
flexible. No, there is no vision 


Nowits worth 


 inaLeyland 


Alex Moira 


for the future, even of 10 years 
ahead, though we obviously 
sketch out proposals,’ 

Public attitudes to charity? 
‘When the Society began, 
charity was still largely in the 
19th century and the concern 
of the well-heeled: We set out 
to appeal to the ordinary 
people, and had a slogan that 
you can collect a million in 
pennies but not in £5 notes. 
The Society gained the confi- 


dence of people that money 
donated would be used wisely, 
and this still applies today.’ 
Changes in the. lives of the 
handicapped? “Once there was 
hardly any provision for educa- 
tion, further training, work or 
leisure activities. Now the 
statutory authorities are more 
alive to their responsibilities, 
though the 


choice as they should. But 
there is a caring spirit these 
days, and the Society pioneered 
outstanding work which. set 
the standards for others.’ 
Were any mistakes made in 
the past 25 years? “There 
have been times, perhaps, when 
the Society did not pay enough 
attention to local voluntary 
groups. This occasionally led 
to tension, and while it was 
creative tension, some groups 
felt they were out on a limb 
from the Society. Good com- 
munication is so important. 
Plans for the future? 
‘Many! And plans that will 
change probably as new needs 
are identified. Jt is important 
to give more help to families 
of handicapped children, per- 
haps in the form of resources 
centres where people could 
seek information and be coun- 


*Crown Copyright 


RFL exemption certificate MHS 330 and existing 


tricycle users, 


All you do is send the coupon below to the 


Mobility Scheme Manager and he will send you 
an order form, a price list and all other necessary 


information. 


| 


You then take the orderform and your _ 
Government Mobility Allowance Order Book to 
any Leyland Cars Distributor There you can 
choose froma great range of Leyland cars, From. 
the economical Mini tothe luxurious Princess, 
Leyland Cars are famous for their comfort and 


high quality workmanship. And every Leyland car 


comes with Supercover—a unique benefit which 
entitles you toa full one year unlimited mileage 
warranty and membership of the AA. Anda free 
car recovery service if you get into trouble on the 


road. 


The Leyland Mobility Scheme!—approved 


by The Central Council for the Disabled. Just 
another way that Leyland Cars offer youa great 


deal more.* 


tse SEED RS 


To Mobility Scheme Manager, Leyland Cars, Grosvenor House, 


Prospect Hill, Redditch, Worcestershire B97 4BQ. 
Please send me further information about the Leyland Mobility 


Scheme, 
NAME 


| ADDRESS 
| 

| 

L 
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Leyland Cars 
Great cars and a great deal more. 


“List pricenotingluding Gis Tax or VAL }This scheme doesnot apply to Rover Jaguar orDuimnler: 


8 


i 
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up to £554 hate! 
Cars showroom. 


Ifyou receive the governments weekly £5 
mobility allowance, you can have 15% off the price* 
ofanewLeyland car—which could mean a savit 
of up to £554 onthe Princess 2200HLS. 

Inthe case ofa disabled person who does - 
not drive, the discount may be claimed by another 

. member of the family. This offeris also,available to 


severely handi- - 
capped do not have as much - 


selled, possibly by other par- 
ents who know the problems 
at first hand. The experts 
are beginning to realise that 
the greatest expert on a handi- 
capped child is a parent.’ 
What about that word 
‘spastic. Many people prefer 
to use the term ‘cerebral 
palsied’ nowadays. Do you 
ever regret that the name 


Spastics Society was chosen? - 


‘The word spastic is used as a 
term of abuse, but if we had 
another name or label unthink- 
ing people would probably use 
that instead. We have a trade 
mark in the name and it would 
be foolish to change. it. In 
America they. sought for a 
term for mentally handicapped 
children, and came up “under- 
achieving children.’ But it 
doesn’t mean anything to the 


ccieeemn rine 


Director speaks” 
on Prevention — 
Campaign 1978 © 


| IN two of the Society’s regions, local group 
| members are in no doubt about the importance 
of Prevention Campaign 1978, with its challeng. 
ing slogan to ‘Save A Baby.’ The East Regio 
gathered for its annual conference at Meldreth 
Manor School, Royston, Herts, on September 24 
and the South East met the day after at Thomas 
Delarue School, Tonbridge, Kent, and at bot 
of them the delegates heard about the Society 
determination to prevent unnecessary handicap 
from the Director, James Loring. SOs 


The most. common 
words heard in delivery 
- rooms, he said, were: ‘Is 
| the baby alright?’ In most 
cases the answers were 
‘Yes,’ but others were not 
so fortunate. Despite 
tremendous advances in 
recent years, babies were 
still being born handi-- 


dying, mothers were 
dying. 

Mr Loring gave both con- 
ferences the disturbing facts 
on handicap and infant mor- 


still 


made important advances in 
both fields. . The French, for 
instance, added up the costs 
of caring for handicap people, 
and compared them with the 
costs of improved pre- and 
| Post-natal care and other pre- 
ventive measures, and imme- 
diately opted for a national 
programme of prevention. Mr 
Loring pointed out that ‘at 
current rates in Britain it costs 


a handicapped person - from 
birth to 65—and that does not 


facts such as how the person 
could have contributed to the 
country’s wealth in terms of 
productivity. The cost of pre- 
vention is very much less than 
caring for the handicapped.’ 
Therefore, he said, prevention. 
was essential both on economic 
and humanitarian grounds. 

_ Already, said the Director, 
it was known that if. all cur- 
rent knowledge were fully 
applied, at least 40 per cent of 
all cerebral palsy cases “could 
| be prevented. However, a 
national commitment to pre- 
vention would not only reduce 
the numbers of spastic babies 
| born, or of the numbers of 
babies who died, but would 


caps. The objective of Pre- 
vention Campaign °78 was to 
produce healthy babies with a 
good start in life—not just 
reduce cerebral palsy. 


capped, babies were still 


have an effect on all handi- 


tal ity, and the way that - 
Britain was falling behind 
other countries which had 


up to £4 million to care for _ 


include a host of economic . 


“man in the street, does it?’ 


the facts known, to arouse — 


wholehearted and vigorous. 


d S are 
duty to generations to come.” —__ 


he said, but this meant that it — 


_ revitalise itself and beco ne 


_ about the progress: being made 


Speaker at the East Confere 
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Finally, Mr Moira, won't— 
you admit to any feeling ¢ 5 
pride when you see what the | 
Society has achieved? ‘Welj, — 
I have occasionally looked at — 
a centre or a_ school and 
thought, “That’s nice.” But 
one doesn’t personally claim — 
any credit for it—so many 
others have worked so hard 
over the years.’ '- 
“The three other founder 
members, 1952, were Mr Ia ’ 
Dawson-Shepherd, who hap, — 
pily, is still closely involved — 
with the Society and is q_ 
member of the Executive — 
Council; Miss Jean Garwood, — 
and Mr Eric Hodgson, who 
both died in recent years. The — 
quartet started the Society wih — 
a £5 note and a great deal of 
hope. a 


ee _ 


So the Society would be ~ 
campaigning — ‘ambitiously — 
and enthusiastically’ to make ~ 
public~ and professional _ 
opinion, to press the govern- 
ment to spend more money, — 
and in addition, to raise 
extra funds for vital researc 
Mr .Loring emphasised th 
the Society would be 


before in its. work for the 
present generation of spast 
people, “but we have an equa 


And what greater challenge 
could there be to an organisa- 
tion like The Spastics Society, 
he asked, than to make 
nation aware that the inci- — 
dence of handicap could be 
reduced and human. traged 
avoided? He appealed for t 
hard work and support of al 
groups to help ensure that the 
campaign was a success, | 


ence Mr Michael Brophy, 
Society’s Chief Fund Raising — 
Executive, emphasised that the — 
campaign would be good for — 
the Society as: well as for the 
nation. < 

After 25 years, he said, — 
the Society was ‘slightly ener- 
vated,” and the campaign pro- 
vided a new incentive and 4 
new message. _ 

The Society is very prou 
of the fact that it is the only” 
charitable. body in the field, — 


< 


te a 


had’ to ‘bear the burden’ ¢ 
lack of competition. — Tt 
campaign would give 
Society the opportunity — 


‘lean and dynamic.’ pee 
Both conferences heard 


in the research battle to pre 
vent handicap from dis: 
tinguished speakers from the 
Paediatric Research Unit at 
Guy’s Hospital. Dr Mary 
Seller, senior lecturer — in 
experimental biology was the 


ence, and Dr Eva Alberm: 
at the South-Bast,. 


<- 
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: Pictures from the Regional Conferences 


CRECHES for the children of delegates were provided at both 
conferences, and East regional officer Penny Rigby could not 
resist looking in to make friends with one of the young visitors. 


MR James Loring, Director of The Spastics Society, had a busy 
weekend as he spoke about the Society’s Prevention Campaign 
"18 at both of the Regional Conferences. He is pictured, left, 
at the East gathering with fellow speakers, Dr Mary Seller, from 
the Paediatric Research Unit at Guy’s Hospital, and Mr Michael 
Brophy, the Society’s Chief Fund Raising Executive. 


A LONG way from home were three observers at the East conference, who are pictured second, 
third and fourth from Ieft. They are Miss M. Krishnamurthy, from India, Miss R. Thapa, roms 
Nepal, and Miss P. Mariono, from Indonesia, all taking a course on the care of Sporanan hag ne - 
ren at Ware College. With them are Miss Sheila Tyler, treasurer of East Herts Spastics Society, 


THOMAS Delarue’s Head, Peter 
and Mr Derek Ashcroft of the Society’s Executive Council. 


were able to see the Society’s educational work in action. 


left, and Miss D. Campbell, of East Herts Group, and Mrs E. Comley, group chairman and 
course tutor at Ware College. 


Mayhew, with speaker Dr Eva Alberman, Ian Fowler, the South 


y i i 1G ii ‘hairm: 4 » Regional C inating Committee, 
das 2 ig flicer, Mr E.G. Williment, Chairman of the Regional Co-ordina : mitt 
Sit Bock Ask : By holding the South East Confer- 


ence at Thomas Delarue School and the East Conference at Meldreth Manor School, delegates 


a8 4 poy eae 


IT was the first visit to a Regional Conference for Tony Warren, 
appointed administrative officer at Ingfield Manor School six 
months ago. Seen here with wife Rosemary and son Stephen, 
at the South-East, he said: ‘The conference is an invaluable way 
of getting to know more about the Society and its supporting 
groups.’ 


came ice 


MR Cyril Cattell, the East's senior regional officer, was 
delighted with the capacity attendance at the East conference. 
He is pictured with Mr John Coombs, left, Chairman of the 
Regional. Co-ordinating Committee, Miss Jan Thomson, from 
Newbury and District Spastics Society, and Mr A. Brown, 
Principal of Meldreth Manor. 


FOR the first time Mr Eric Harris and his wife Jeannette, of 
Eastbourne had the opportunity of showing off their. skills in 
the homework section at a conference. Here they show Execu- 
tive Council member Hedley Chappel and his wife, Dorothy, 
the intricacies of making jewellery. Mrs Harris said: ‘We can 
make up to 500 large pieces of jewellery in a day. We must 
have stuck hundreds of thousands of stones into place since we 
Started eight years ago.’ 


a i ee 


CRAFT: goods are always) |}————__——— 
popular displays at confer- AR ee: =" a , , 
ences and at the South-East, e Pa 

Coombe Farm workshop ie IVI b l C 

manager Fred Blackledge O af ] e 

shows off residents’ handiwork | , for the disabled, | 
to Mr John Soper and his | 

| 
} 
] 


wife Joyce, whose son David, -For allages »« Batricar now complete with hood 
21, is a former pupil of the | é 
Thomas Delarue School. | «Pavement or country roads « No licence 


¢ For Shopping and Country Rambles »* No Tax 


Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradients. 


BATRICAR 
STROUD - ENGLAND 


a mS ome 
Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


Name 
Address 
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Who cares in Europe? Spastics News surveys the FEC 


The good, the bad, the indifferent 


must try levelling up to the best 


Part two of our special report 
on cure of the disabled 
in Common Market Countries 


by ROSEMARY MARCH 


SO incensed are Italian 


social workers and 
young social science 
graduates about the 


plight of their coun- 
try’s disabled that 
earlier this year a 
group held a demo in 
a Rome piazza. ‘Climb 
into this sack,’ they 
invited passers-by, 
‘and see just what it 
feels like to be dis- 
abled!’ By 
tion, far too few of 
their countrymen are 
Prepared to spare 
“much thought about 
the problems of the 
handicapped. It seems 
old habits die hard in 
this historically ‘rich 
land. 

When a disabled couple 


got married recently, they 
found little help forthcom- 


ing from the State to set 


up home together. They 


exist on the equivalent of 


about £100 a month, which 
is in fact largely a private 
allowance given them by 
the young husband’s father 
to supplement their dis- 


ability pensions. Three- 
quarters of their income 
goes on rent (a _ poor 


quality flat in Rome, high 
up in an apartment block 
serviced by lifts) and food. 
They eagerly welcome 
visitors. They themselves 
can seldom expect to make 
journeys out of the city. 
The beauties: of its 
museums and galleries are 
virtually unknown to this 
intelligent — but wheel- 
chaired—pair. 


{f the Latium region is 


not as socially conscious as 


a 


implica- 


it might be, some other 
areas in Italy fortunately 
are; Milan, for instance, 
has as an excellent record 
of welfare teamwork 
throughout the caring pro- 
fessions, and many pro- 


gressive plans for the 
future. 
Regional fragmentation 


politically looks like mak- 
ing any State legislation for 
a coherent programme long 
delayed. Medical treatment 
in Italy is free, but the 
severe shortage of nursing 
and ancillary staff makes 
life thus difficult for the 
disabled. 


Communes 


Young Italians, in com- 
pany with the demo groups 


and their sacks, are now | 


spearheading the attack 
on their country’s old- 
fashioned, custodial view- 
point of the handicapped 
population. Men = and 
women with mixed 
physical abilities are begin- 
ning to form themselves 
into communes, proving 
they can make them work 
efliciently and pointing one 
way at least for the State 
to follow. 


Such personal fulfilment 
is a vital aspect of living, 
already recognised by some 
other EEC nations. In 
[reland latterly, young go- 
ahead social workers have 
been looking for alternative 
solutions to ‘job  satisfac- 
tion’ (employment oppor- 
tunities there not being 
over-lavish) by providing 
leisure and recreation 
centres, 

Since employment in the 
German Federal Republic 


presents by comparison 


O.M.E. 


REPAIRS TO PALLETS A SPECIALITY 


Timber Importers - 
Manufacturers of Pallets and 
Packing Cases 


THE OWNERS OF 
THE MIDDLESBROUGH ESTATE LTD 


CARGO FLEET TIMBER YARDS, MIDDLESBROUGH, CLEVELAND. 
Telephone: (0642) 242657 (two lines) 


little or no. problem, an 


interesting development 
there -has come to the 
notice of international 


observers concerned with 
provision for the handi- 
capped. Rehabilitation is 
excellent job-wise in West 
Germany, for the simple 
reason that the State 
imposes a levy, or fine, 
upon companies who do 
not take their full quota of 
disabled workers. The levy 
is then ploughed back into 
other rehabilitation — ser- 
vices: either way, the dis- 
abled are on the winning 
side. (In Britain, by con- 
trast, minimum pressure 
is put on defaulting 
employers. There have 
been fewer than 10 prose- 
cutions in the past five 
years against firms failing 
to take on their full quota 
of employable disabled.) 


There is a_ historical 
reason for the German pic- 
ture today. Originally, 
rehabilitation was in the 
hands of private insurance 
companies. The system 
worked and has endured, 
despite the government 
taking over its administra- 
tion. In principle, it serves 
better to get all who can 
work out into the employ- 
ment field, than pay pen- 
sions to keep them idling at 
home. 


In all EEC countries— 
except the Republic of 
Ireland and the United 
Kingdom (apart from war 
pensions)—partial pensions 
are paid for a partial dis- 
ability. Consequently there 
is an overall implication 
that partial ability to work 
gets its due industrial 
reward. In Britain, how- 
ever, and in its neighbour- 
ing EEC nation, it is a 
matter of ‘all or nothing’ in 
the open competitive 
market. The British sys- 
tem tends to force many 
disabled to stay unem- 
ployed when they might, if 
they lived elsewhere in 
Europe, derive a good deal 
of satisfaction in working. 
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EEC disabled need a ‘Kissinger’ 


AS both Director of The Spastics Society, 
and Vice-President of the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society, Mr James Loring 
knows a great deal about the plight of the 
handicapped throughout the world. Com- 
menting on the Spastics News report about 
provision in the nine countries of the 
EEC, he said that what was clearly needed 
was a ‘Kissinger’ for the Common 
Market’s handicapped — “A person of 
authority who could talk at top levels of 
government of the member nations and 
plead the cause of the disabled.” 

At the moment, thought Mr Loring, the 
officials dealing with social conditions for the 
disabled in member countries were chiefly inter- 
ested in work opportunities, and not so much 
in the handicapped who were unemployable. 
Grants which could increase job opportunities 
for the handicapped were possibly forthcoming, 
but the procedures for obtaining them needed 
to be made more flexible—Kither that or an 
EEC manual in grantsmansbip!’ 


As to the way other countries care, Mr Loring 
said he disagreed with the German system of 
tough fines on employers who did not employ 
their full quota of disabled people. He was 
much more in favour of applying ‘positive 
incentives’ to encourage employers to take on 
the disabled, rather than punitive fines. 

Italy did not come out of the survey too well, 
but Mr Loring comments that there are dedi- 
cated people working hard to improve con- 
ditions. He particularly praised Dr Mitkani 
Comparetti, President of the ICPS, for his 
leadership of a project to integrate handicapped 
people into the community, 

One final word for the EEC from Spastics 
News: Perhaps the Community still has import- 
ant work to tackle for Europe’s disabled, but we 
must not forget its aid to the Third World, 
Common Market aid has outstripped the US 
contribution, and though agriculture has top 
priority to increase food supply—it is estimated 
that about 300 million Third World children 
are mentally or physically handicapped because 
of poor dict. 
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_ Pressure groups for a 
revision of policy may be 
resentful on this point, but 
they are far better pleased 
with the current situation 
about the mobility allow- 
ance in the UK. Britain 
does not discriminate 
against the more severely 
disabled: the same allow- 
ance (£5 now, £7 from 
November 1977) goes to 
everyone. 

A cash grant is also the 
form of mobility allow- 
ance given by the Belgian 
government, if a trifle more 
grudingly by comparison. 
Loans of up to 90 per cent 
on the cost of the car pur- 
chase are forthcoming ‘if it 
is necessary as a means of 
transport,’ but only where 
the applicant cannot get a 
loan from other sources, 


Integrate 


Belgium’s provision for 
its disabled is not unlike 
the curate’s egg—good in 
parts. The Government 
does try to integrate handi- 
capped children into ordin- 
ary schools; it helps finance 
200 rehabilitation centres 
or services, and subsidises 
more than 30 specialised 
vocational guidance 
centres, There is a small 
attendance allowance, 
depending upon the degree 
of need. A person with 80 
per cent and upwards dis- 
ability is exempt from pay- 
ing radio and TV licences, 
and has reductions on his 
or her telephone rates. But 
if a handicapped man or 
woman wanted to travel on 
public transport, they 
would have to be blind, or 
lack either both arms or 
both legs before they could 
expect a mere reduction on 
the cost of their fares. . , . 

Disabled Belgians are 
inevitably the victims of a 


divided Ministerial 
administration: Flemish 
and Walloon. The use of 


two languages there sug- 
gests also doubling up on 
the usual ‘red tape,’ in turn 


producing an often con- 
fused picture. It has been 
known that sometimes 
common policies are not 
even discussed together by 
the ministries concerned. 
This all leads to an element 
of frustration at many 
levels. The nation relies 
heavily upon voluntary 
organisations to supply 
information about welfare 
provision. 

France, too, suffers from 
poor information outlets 
nationwide. A highly 
centralised system in 
policy-making has given 
the country’s pressure 
groups a major task in try- 
ing to change this. At 
present, it appears there is 
too much discussion at the 
top, requiring every pos- 
sible administrative branch 
involved to agree with each 
other before any legisla- 
tion. Goodwill and inten- 
tion are undoubtedly there: 


but at the grass roots, it is 


a case of long, long waits 
to see the fruits of such 
legislation. 

Once again, voluntary 
help soothes much of the 
daily-round problems of 


the run of 


the house 


If for any reason you have problems 


France’s disabled. They 
may well feel it ironic that 
their country has a high 
reputation in some 


specialist areas—its infant 


mortality and perinatai 
programmes have attracted 
international esteem—yet 
that their benefit schemes 
are still too complex, and 
not entirely realistic in the 
face of an increased cost 
of living. 

“‘Paternalistic’ is the word 
I have often heard quoted 
to describe Luxembourg’s 
attitude to its disabled 
population. They have few 
rights of their own; more, 
they are seen as a segment 
of general social service 
provision. This small 
country prides itself on its 
strongly-held outlook of 
traditionalism. It has a con- 
servative dislike of many 
progressive approaches 
such as the Netherlands — 
have already exemplified: 

Thanks to yet another 
pressure group in Europe 
—in Luxembourg it is an 
organisation called l’Adeph 
—that country has been 
forced to start thinking 


Cont. next page 


getting up and down stairs, the Dooley 


Stairlift can start a new way of living. 
It can be used by anyone with ease, 


or the stairs can be used in the normal 


way. 


With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you'd 
hardly know it was there. 


The spacious platform accommodates 


a wheelchair or a tip-up seat, 


Installation is quick and convenient, The 


first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 


13 years ago — our experience ensures 


4 Superior product, 


For details telephone 
(0262) 77447, or write to 


deaia 


Y 


Dooley Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, Bridlington, 


Yorkshire 
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Care in The winning ways...' Learn as you play 


— Europe 


‘From facing page 


nonetheless in terms of 


more sheltered workshops, 


better home adaptations, 
updated educational insti- 
tutions. _ Emphasis con- 


 tinues to linger too much 


on charity funds for much 
of the wellbeing of the dis- 
abled; but slowly and 
surely, the pressure group’s 
efforts are gaining ground, 


Bargain Break 


FORGOTTEN your summer holiday already? 
Looking for a welcome break in a comfortable 
hotel where you can not only enjoy a holiday, 
but take part in new and different activities? 


All at.a bargain price? 

If so, The Spastics 
Society has the answer 
with a range of ‘Bar- 
gain Break’ holidays in 


limited and the holidays are 


sure to book up quickly. So 
if you are interested, write at 
once to The Centres Depart- 
ment, The Spastics Society, 12 


Racing at Fontwell Park. 
Bingo daily. One evening 
candlelit dinner including wine 
and entertainers. 

Historical Breaks. 
November 14-19 1977 of 
February 6-11 1978, £35. 

Brass rubbing and archae- 
ology visits to places of his- 
torical interest. One evening 
candlelit dinner’ including 
wine and-entertainers. 

Piscatorial Breaks. 

January 16-21 1978 
February 20-25 1978, £35. 


oF 


their insistent collective : Park Crescent IN Beach fishing and combing 
voice at least heard. One late autumn, - winter Aas ie eens with detector. One evening 
administrative move to and spring, which have tion to you, but you will candlelit dinner including wine 
illustrate this, perhaps, can been designed with _ seceive further details and full and entertainers. 
be found in the mobility | the disabled in mind descriptions of the accom-  Bedfont Bargain Breaks. 
assistance scheme, though . . : modation available. Musical Breaks. 

: § Each holiday is based on Colwall Court Bargain November 21-26 1977 or 


still more limited than 


ment pensions and those 


given for disease or con- (as ey See ; 
genital handicap. i i bc ass four-day holiday at the first- 92-54 Wigmore St. | 
as much excitement outside class Metropole Hotel. It London W1 


If the’ ideal, then, is to 
be regarded and treated as 


Earl and Countess of West- 


the cinema as inside as celebri- 
ties arrived in the latest Lotus 


September 9 from all corners 
of the United Kingdom for a 


did not take Jong for names 
to be exchanged and friend- 


irst-class citi 2spite P z : . 

pene hts ers 2 cars which are featured in ‘Ships made. = 

usability, «then YS | the film, Sidney Tafler drove | The party visited all the 
situation for the handi- down from London, Alan popular tourist attractions in 


capped in the UK is vastly 
improved on _ yesteryear. 


Now that. the more | Wyatt, Henry McGee, Ian Houses of 
sophisticated countries Lavender and Peter Byrne Buckingham Palace, St Paul’s | 
Holland and Denmark are from the show ‘Two and Two Cathedral, the Tower of i 
showing signs of an Make Sex’ at Weston-super- London, Petticoat Lane, Wind- 
. ‘c stand- Mare. sor Castle, and Eton. They 
Eproreed = economic -stan Colin Meggison, manager of also enjoyed themselves in ) 4 


still with: their own social 
services programmes, the 
hope is that their shining 


examples thus far will. | guests who each chose a lucky The Spastics Pool members | 
encourage the less programme number. Prizes won their prizes in a compe- 

® ° e4e S P sa e ; i 
advanced EEC nations to ranged from an LP sound tition featured earlier in the | 


follow suit as soon as they 
can. The most anyone can 


his decade is fora dinia, donated by Magic of 
expect this decade les OF Sardinia Ltd, and Top Ten the Society’s regional social } 
levelling out process, how- Travel Ltd. Much of the workers, who died in Febru- ql 


ever remote that idea 


might seem here. 


Taylor and Michael St John 
from HTV West, and Tessa 


the Odeon Cinema, who was 
responsible for organising the 
event, introduced the celebrity 


track from the film to a seven- 
day holiday for two in Sar- 


film was shot on location in 
Sardinia, 


and around London, including 
Westminster Abbey, The 
Parliament, 


London’s fashionable stores— 
because part of the prize was 
in the form of spending money. 


year on the weekly bulletin. 


MISS Ursula Ballance, one of 


ary, has left £3,000 to the 


Society’s Samaritan Fund. 


interesting leisure. activi- 


Breaks. 


January 9-14 1978, £31.50. 


John Bell & Croyden 


Tel: 01-935 


5555 
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several other EEC nations. oe ties — everything from Through a Lens and ‘1066 Musical appreciation of 
Luxembourg offers  dis- m photography to painting— and alll that’ different types of music— 
_ cretionary grants towards Se: | and there is sure to be one. November 13-19 1977 or instrumental, vocal and other 
the cost of car purchase— | #& that attracts you and could December 4-10 1977; $45. chora} items arranged inside 
provided the person can ' lead to an absorbi Use of a camera, developing as and when required. Out- 
~ drive: . : : i AOSOTUAE ENT and printing. Out and about i j 
rive; there is also a mile- September 14 to step out- | hobby. vibeniee oe ee irs 2 Ea and a music 
age allowance for regular N 5 side and present a new | Fhe ‘aly i Sa SS Wit Se ee ee > tutor provided. = : 
o,0 mie I. ES all U ? - Bek, 1 ¢ 
transport needs. Whether ews a out British Leyland Mini to | exiting A dig ae field "a ot ae Sean Paes eee ‘ 
or not the disabled driver competition winner, Mr | ment, and there will be plenty i December 5-10 1977 or ' 
c e : ; e€ 1 be plenty ceux Castle, and the local - \ 
is exempted from the n Keith Elsmore and his | of things to do; plenty of fishing village of Rye. Help sips 15-18 B78 Este. fi 
Vehicle Excise Duty S astics p wife Ann, of Clyce Road, | things to see, with the added from the local camera ciub, Visits to local galleries and 4 
depends upon his or her p 00 Highbridge. see a ie ae ae io photographer Jim Berryman, ee et ax eaestee rhs 4 
‘aficmity-and. means. : : make friends wit ellow and members of the Stars ‘table country, local paintings t 
ae all ee just : rire seer a anaes holidaymakers sharing similar Organisation for Spastics. a4 view and io ee a to f 
’ ie z “ | interests. Theatre and Entertainment.  @4Vis¢ in Ous and waters r} 
where does the United a ESS Tessa _ Wyatt, tition for Spastics Pool sup- There is a choice of four Foch from Cyril "Filet. colours available, also local ‘ 
Kingdom stand in the ‘car- who Was appearing an Two porters, and all Mr hotels, all of them staffed and cher on comedy; stuntman 4 shop to provide materials, i 
ing league’? With Holland and Two Make Sex’ at the Elsmore had to do was | equipped to take care of the Steve Emerson on behind the Chiltern House Breaks: 
in first place (Denmark Playhouse Theatre, place photographs of disabled. They are: Colwall scenes in TV; Don Moss, well- Oxford Breaks. t 
closely behind), Britain— Weston-Super-Mare, took attractive young ladies in  COUt Hotel, Bexhill-on-Sea, | known broadcaster; Tim Rice October 22-29 1977 or 4 
unofficially of course— | time off from rehearsals on order of preference. Sussex; the Garwood Hotel, of ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ and November 12-19 SPT Aaa : 
t Sy. fal Bognor Regis, Sussex; the ‘Evita’ fame; and John Wade Visits to famous Ashmolean i 
seems to merit third place, Bedfont Hotel, Clacton-on- on his life as a magician. and Pitt seums odal Fs 
h W 7 g d Pitts museums. Magdalene A 
on a par wit : est Ger- Sea; Essex; and Chiltern Entertainment organised for and Christchurch colleges. The i 
many but not ‘as patronis- eee i ef”. AY House, Hill Top Road, Oxford. the evenings will include a Cotswolds, Chilterns and Blen- ; 
ing and fatherly! as that | The list below gives details of disco, bingo, visits to the local heim Palace. Afternoon tea; . 
Federal Republic. Like the dates and prices, and the pub and theatre, and wheel- slide show and tour of his- 
Netherlands and Denmark, special theme of each holiday. chair dancing. toric Wallingford. ‘Surprise { 
ein has begun to recog- . In fact, there is only one Garwood Bargain Breaks. dinner’ including wine and ; 
nise the real—as against snag! Accommodation is Punters Breaks, entertainments. % 
semantic — difference be- epeas Sor a ee 
tween the term ‘Home for 4 
the Disabled’ and a home a 
if 
where disabled people live. § 
It seems to understand and | . 
relate sensitively to the i 
day-to-day problems of | h CW. b t | 
handicapped men, women e Nn) S a Ou a! 
and children better now 4 
than ever before. Jol 1 ) Bell &z ( royden = i 
Criticism ; tai | : | 
| IS ) 
Nobody will deny that CET aln VY | 
Criticism is still being ° 5 
levelled at our  supple- get l 1G a out 
mentary benefits system, A 
where folk resent being q 
made to ask for a host of | John Bell & Croyden can really help you get about i 
trivial amounts of help and —ees - : more easily at holiday time. . . or for that matter at any q 
undergo demeaning assess- THE midnight premiere of the The pictures h ows | time. Our large store in Wigmore Street stocks a great - 
ment for it. British con- | latest Bond epic, ‘The Spy Dennis Day, left, Director many aids to make life easier for you and we have 4 
-sumers would be better | Who Loved Me,’ at the Odeon of Magic of Sardinia Ltd, specially trained staff to give you all the help you may { 
pleased with cash benefits | Cinema, Bristol, raised £800 congratulating Mr and Mrs eee: iti ibl j 
which recognised their dis- for the Stars Organisation for ae an of Yeovil, Its es fees e to come along i 
tinct needs; and a whole | Spastics. Guests of honour CaRWiniae otidac satis the'| SaaS dahil ro our 
lot happier if no demarca- | were the Deputy Lord Mayor de tae ae and-tale sdvartocmat 
tion were drawn between of Bristol, Councillor Jack EIGHT winners and _ their our mail order service : 
industrial injury disable- Fisk, and Mrs Fisk, and the partners arrived in London on - . 
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10 SPASTICS NEWS 


Unusual or ordinar 


or new de 


partures. Ideas in the news from the 


World of fund raising 


Star spectacular 


THE Royal Jubilee Fashion Spectacular staged by. the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics on October 27 is 


JOHN Hancock, 14, of 
Grimsby, found a new 
sponsorship idea when he 
spent 30 consecutive nights 
under canvas. His ‘camp- 
in’ was to raise funds for 
the Society’s Wilfred 
Pickles School which his 
brother Paul attends. 

As a special birth- 
day treat, Paul was allowed 
to spend one night with his 
brother in the tent. 

Some mornings after 
gale-force winds and tor- 
rential rain, John woke up 
soaked to the skin, but 
undeterred he continued his 
efforts right through the 
school holidays. His 


hheroic stint is expected to 


have raised about £100 
from sponsors. The money 
will go into the Wilfred 
Pickles School swimming 


pool fund. 
Picture shows John, 
right, checking lists of 


sponsors with his sister 
Jacqueline and __ brother 
Paul. 
Picture by Grimsby 
Evening Telegraph. 


Family way 


THE Corneby family of Ash- 
more Green, near Newbury. 
Berkshire, held a sale at their 
home and raised nearly £100 
for charity. Mother, father, 
three teeenage daughters and 
two young cousins gathered 
up second-hand books, clothes 
and toys for sale. They also 
ran a produce and home-made 
cake stall. Cakes made the 
previous day were sold out 
before lunch and the family 
was kept busy making.a fresh 
batch for the afternoon 
session. 

From the money raised, £90 
has been. donated to an elec- 
tric typewriter appeal for the 
spastic children at Waylands 
Hospital, Bradfield. 


members 


Pushing 


MEMBERS ng the Royal Army 
Medical Corps and the Queen 


‘Alexandra Nursing Corps from 


Queen Elizabeth Military 
Hospital ‘in .Woolwich have 
completed a 100-mile  spon- 
sored walk -and wheelchair 
push. Their target was £300 
to provide a holiday for 42: 
of the South East 
London Spastics Group, but 
the walkers managed to double 
this total. The extra money 
will go towards improvements 
at the group’s day centre and 
into its minj-bus fund, 


Heaving 

A. MASSIVE piece of rock left 
by council workmen outside 
the Black Diamond Hotel, 
Newsham. Northumberland. 
proved an irresistible chal- 
lenge to would-be weightlifters. 
One of the customers, Eddie 
Ibbitson, managed to lift the 
18 stone 6lb lump of stone on 
to his shoulders, and only one 
other man raised it from the 
ground. Landlord Dave Lati- 
ner decided to run a ‘guess the 
Weight’ competition and this 
brought in £13 for spastics. 


Crawling 


LANDLORD Tony Fisher and 
his wife Helen, of the Queen’s 
Tavern, Putnoe, Bedford, sent 
their customers away to seven 
other pubs. As a result of the 
pub-crawl, £160 was raised for 
two wheelchairs for the Bed- 
ford and District Spastics 
Society. 

“The chairs were so desper- 
ately needed that we almost 
asked if we could borrow them 
before they were officially pre- 
sented!” said Annice Kidder, 
the Society’s secretary, 


Selling 


MRS Joan Curtis, of 28 
Washington Street, Mex- 
borough, Yorks, has _ raised 


more than £200 for The 
Spastics Society by collecting 
clean old newspapers and 
selling them for £20 a ton. 


MOBILITY FOR THE DISABLED! 


As Specialists in producing vehicles designed individually for conveying the incapacitated, 
we can provide the right vehicle to suit most disabilities. 
Sa So 


PRIVATE 
TRANSPORT 


WHEELCHAIR 
CARAYANS 


WELFARE 
SERVICES 
TRANSPORT 


These are some examples of the versatility of our wide range of vehicles which are available 
either for a disabled driver or for transporting up to 43 passengers or 20 wheelchairs. 
Variations of bodywork or interior equipment can be arranged to meet individual requirements 


and adapted to suit most manufacturers’ 


standard chassis. 


We also specialise in a wide range of ancillary equipment including 
Restraining Harnesses and Wheelchair Anchorage Clamps of 


registered design. 


For your particular requirements please contact 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LTD 


Mill Stréet, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6YD 
Telephone: Maidstone 53333. Telex: 96230 
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“expected to be the highlight of British Fashion Week, 


as well as a fund-raising success. The Society’s Patron, 
the Duchess of Kent, will be present at the show, which 


_is being organised in conjunction with the London 


Designer Collections, a group of 27 of Britain’s newest 
design talents. along with many other top names in 


British fashion. 


Many top stars will take part in the presentation which 
will include music, dancers and special lighting effects, and Sir 
John Mills, SOS Chairman, will also be there. 

It is expected that the 900 audience at the New London 
Theatre will be equally glamorous and will contain important 


fashion writers and buyers from overseas. 


The tickets cost £10 


each and a percentage of the profits will go to the Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee Appeal Fund. 


Steam-up success 


A FOSTER traction engine 
leads the ‘roll past’ at the 
Lincolnshire Steam Spec- 
tacular held annually in 
aid of spastics. More than 
25,000 people attended 
the show and although this 
was down on last year’s 
total, what was lost on the 
swings of a smaller gate 
was gained on the round- 
abouts of increased admis- 
sion charges. New attrac- 
tions at this most enter- 
prising of fund-raising 
events included a free-fall 
parachute display and a 
demonstration by the RAF 
police dog team. 


Special aid 


A CAMPAIGN °-in Wolver- 
hampton has so far raised 
£750 towards buying an adap- 
ted car for Christine Fletcher. 
a spastic aged 21. Christine, 
who drives an invalid car, now 
needs to borrow a converted 


Mini automatic so that she 
can practice for her driving 
test, 

Cae 

BATH and District Spastic 


Society has raised £514 in a 
street collection. The money 
will go towards the provision 
of an extra classroom at the 
Royal United Hospital spastic 
school, 


A HOUSE-to-house collection 
in the East Grinstead area of 
Sussex held by the Society’s 
South East Region,. has raised 
£465 towards the maintenance 
costs of the newly-opened hotel 
for spastics in Bognor Regis. 


About | 
£2,000 was raised for the 


Lincoln Spastics Society. 
Picture by Lincolnshire 
Echo. 
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Bargains 
in store 


SPASTICS Shops are a 
rapidly -ex panding 
means of raising funds 
and the latest venture is 
a four-storey department 
store in Bradford. The 
store, selling mainly 
secondhand goods, took 
a record £1,588 in its 
first week of trading. 

Actress Honor Black- 
man visited the shop 
during the first week and 
signed autographs for 
customers. 

The shop is manned 
by two paid staff and 20” 
volunteersrecruited 
locally. 


Youthful 
efforts 


PUPILS of Banks Lane Junior 


School, Offerton, have raised 
£400 for Granville House, the 
Heaton Moor school for 
spastics. 
used for an ambulance rain 
hood, an adjustable table and 
a wooden engine. 

Benak Sarawak 
A SALE held by five Halifax 
children raised £10.63 for Cal- 


derdale Spastics Society. The . 


children are Louise and 
Elizabeth Cocker and Simon; 
Katie and Clare Hunter. 


MICHAEL and Patrick 
Oglesby, of Skelton, 
shire, 


York and District Spastics 


Group, have raised £30.76 with 


a garden sale at their home, 


fed = oe sty TE] 
CHILDREN of Hardwick 
Middle School, Bury St 


Edmunds, have raised £100 for 
the- Society’s Family Help 
Unit in Bury. >, 


Fine things are found at 


THE NEW 


FINNIGAN’S 


OF WILMSLOW 


Telephone: Wilmslow 25381 


FINNIGAN’S TAVERN 


Licensed Restaurant and Bar. Open each evening 


Bonds, to Saturday from 6 pm. Ample free parking 


DOSCO 


Overseas Engineering 
Limited 


Wish continued success 
to your organisation 


HAWKER SIDDELEY 


SN Oct!4~ 


DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 


OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND, TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621/6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies mechanical, electrical and aero- 
space equipment with world-wide sales and services. 
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y...glamorous or homely...old favourites 


The money will be- 


York- - 
two young helpers of © 
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High travel costs 


for country cousins 


J AM very grateful for the 
Mobility Allowance and so, I 


am sure, are all handicapped 


people as for most of them it 
provides the opportunity to get 
out and about a great deal. I 
say for most but not all, be- 
cause those of us who live in 
isolated rural areas cannot 
‘buy’ the same amount of 
mobility as our town cousins. 

Take my case. I live in a 


- small village, which is typical 


of many others in the coun- 
try. There are no trains, and 
just a weekly bus on market 
day. There is a taxi based in a 


village three miles away, and 


if I want to go to the cinema, 
shop for clothes, or meet 
friends I made when I was at 


_ a sheltered workshop there for 


a time, I have to ‘book’ the car 
for practically the whole day. 
The journey takes over an 
hour, the driver then has to 
wait for several more hours 
and then he has to bring me 
home. This costs £15 and I 
am not complaining at the 
price. Often I can share the 
car with other people in the 
village, so it is not too bad. I 


- am lucky as well that a man in 


the village sometimes takes me 
and my mother to town with 
him if he has room, so we get 
a free ride. My parents do not 
have a car, and are too old to 
learn to drive if we could 
afford one. 


The problem is that every- 


thing is so far away in the 
country! If you are in the 
town you could probably 
afford several taxi rides for the 
price of one outing for a 
handicapped person in the 
country. Also, I think there are 
many organisations which run 
mini-bus trips for disabled 
people. There has been a’ lot 
of concern recently about rural 
transport—or the lack of it— 
but nobody has mentioned dis- 
abled people and their par- 
ticular problems. I know that 
old people, and young mothers 
with children (who are often 
marooned all day if their hus- 
bands take the car to work), 
suffer a great deal too, and 
probably we all need a ‘mobil- 
aty allowance,’ However, 
people are more likely to give 
them lifts than they are me, 
because I have to be lifted into 
the car, my wheelchair has to 
be folded up, and so on. 

_ Everyone is asking the gov- 
ernment for money these days 
but I wonder if anyone who 
lives a certain number of miles 
from a big town, and in an 
area where there is no altern- 
ative but to travel by car 
shouldn’t have a little extra 
cash? 

I must say though, that in 
spite of transport difficulties I 
would not wish to live in a 
town. If you could look out of 

“my window now and see the 
view across the  newly- 
harvested fields you would 
know. the reason why! I can- 
not sign my name and address 
on this leiter because I do not 
wish people living here to feel 
I am criticising them for not 
driving me here, there and 
everywhere in their cars. They 


are very kind to me, and I do © 


not wish to offend them. So 
I will just.sign myself: 
‘Countryman’ 


Cash fairer than cars 


MAY I be allowed a word (in 
edgeways) on the subject of 
mobility for the disabled? 

For 41 years I was a miner. 
In the pits I saw scores of my 
fellow workmates maimed. 
The most badly crippled—men 
who could po longer walk— 
got no outdoor mobility help 
at all from the government. 
Simply because they could no 
longer drive 2 road vehicle 
they were on the scrap heap. 
My own father had his back 
broken in the pit. He was 
denied even a push-chair and 
had to drag himself around on 
crutches. This is why I 
strongly back the present 
Government’s new Mobility 
Allowance. It is a major 
breakthrough for about 
100,000 of Britain’s most 
severely disabled people. Even 
more important, it ends the 
ridiculous anomaly of basing 
mobility help not on the handi- 
capped person’s disability but 


Crossland Plastics will be 
showing their range of 
products for disabled 
children at Naidex ’77. 
The Northgate Chair and 
Trolley, the Crossland 
Toilet Aid and 

the Pendower Saddle 
will all be there, together 
with one or two 
interesting new 
developments. 


solely on his or her ability to 
drive! 

The old scheme gave all the 
help to the least disabled and 
none at all to the most dis- 
abled. And even then many 
thousands of disabled drivers 
lost their yehicles when they 
retired or lost their jobs. In 
fact under category 3, it was 
an iron rule of the old scheme 
that losing’ your job meant 
losing your vehicle—how’s 
that for inhumanity? The 
checklist of new help for dis- 
abled people since 1974 is long 
and impressive—but for me, 
the Mobility Allowance tops 
the list. For it not only helps 
the most severely disabled 
people in this country to get 
out and about, it also ends 
the most damnable discrimina- 
tion against them. 


Alec Woodall, MP, 


House of Commons, 
London. 


Crossland Plastics 


Products 
for 
Disabled 
Children 


Sr ee 


I AM a visitor from Holland 
touring your beautiful country 
and I happened to call into a 
spastics shop where your news- 
paper was available. My 
interest was caught by the 
article on the front page about 
the help available for disabled 
people in Common Market 
countries, and I was pleased to 
see that my own country was 
highly praised in this respect. 

If you will allow a stranger 
to comment, however, I believe 
that while we give’ our dis- 
abled people all the facilities 
and financial benefits you 
speak of, we do not give them 
the same degree of friendly 
acceptance which I have quite 


How can we 
all link up ? 


I would be pleased to hear 
the comments of Spastics 
Shops’ manageresses and the 
Society’s as to finding a way 
of linking up all the branches 
of the Society. I have—and I 
am sure other manageresses 
have had—to face - customers 
asking about coming events, or 
those which have already taken 
place of which we know 
nothing. This causes a great 
deal of embarrassment! 

I am sure if we could be 
given names and addresses of 
our local Spastics Pool organ- 
isers, box collectors and the 
date when collectors will be in 
our area, it would help solve 
some problems. I look forward 
to receiving replies on this 
subject. 

M. French-Owen, (Miss) 
27 High Street, 
Halstead, 

Essex. 


‘English people really care 


casually witnessed in England. 


I have seen more disabled 
people out and about here 
than [I notice in my own 
country, and I think that this 
is because we have given them 
special homes and workplaces 
where they can be yery com- 
fortable, but where they do 
not come in contact so much 
with the rest of us. In addi- 
tion, I find that there are 
many, many organisations in 
this country all helping these 
unfortunate people, and with 
all of them trying to ‘get the 
public, everybody has a con- 
ears’ of your Ministers and the 
science about their problems. 
Everywhere I have been IT have 


found collecting tins to remind 
me of different causes and in 
one public house I counted five 
on the counter. 

English people are very 
kind, I think, and like to help 
others in a personal way. In 
Holland we like to help, too, 
but we are more likely to leave 
these matters to the authorities 
and not become too closely 
involved. 

I am taking your paper 
back to Holland to show my 
friends because I do not think 
we have a newspaper like 
this, and I wish to discuss my 
impressions with them, 

Mr P. Frenken, 
London, SW1. 


They seek information 
about your holidays 


A NEW travel agency has 
been set up to cater exclu- 
sively for handicapped people. 
It is catled ‘Liberty Travel 
Service’ and is being run ‘by 
and for the handicapped.’ 

It aims to provide a com- 
plete 
capped and is, therefore, 
collecting information on 
travel by land, sea and air as 
well as information on hotels, 
hostels, guest houses, villas, 
chalets or other suitable and 
accessible accommodation. 

In order to establish a 
reliable service, we intend to 
check thoroughly, update, and 
maintain details of any suit- 
able accommodation anywhere 
in the world. 

We are interested in know- 
ing, from readers, answers to 
the following questions: 

Do you know of any 
accommodation used by you, 
or handicapped friends, and 


We hope that you 
will be able to visit our 
stand at the show, 

but if you can’t, please 
write for further details 
to Michael Slade at 
Crossland Plastics Ltd, 
Sandbeds Trading Estate, 
Wakefield Road, Ossett, 
West Yorkshire 

WF5 9ND, or telephone 


Ossett (0924) 273697. 
SN Oct 18 


A working steam - powered colliery 
engine at the Museum. 


Other exhibits include a 19th century 
Printing Shop, where visitors can see 
type set and posters printed; and the 


Shelton  Tollhouse, 


cottage of about 1870. These and other 
exhibits are described in guide books 
and by exhibit demonstrators. 


service to the handi- | 


furnished as a 


found to be suitable? 

Where would you like to 
go for your next holiday, 
do you intend to go, if not, 
why not? 

Please give general details 
of your handicap (eg, are 
you in a wheelchair, have 
severe difficulty in walking 
or slight trouble in walk- 
ing?). 

All the letters received will! 
be recorded and on Novem- 
ber 1, 1977, three names will 
be drawn and cash prizes 
awarded as follows: Ist, £25; 
2nd, £10; 3rd, £5. Names of 
the winners will be published 
after the draw, 

Please send your answers to: 
Miss Susan Sleight, 
Liberty Travel Service, 

8 St Giles Court, 
Dane Road, 
Ealing, 

London W13. 


Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust 


eos 


lronbridge; Telford.Salop TFS TAW 
telephone: Ironbridge (095 246) 3522 


ENJOYING the country 
life, Jayne Dafford, 10, 
from Torrington, takes a 
ride on ‘Badger,’ at Bod- 
min Farm Park, Cornwall, 
Jayne was one of a group 
of youngsters who visited 
the Park while they were 
staying at the Society’s 
Churchtown Farm Field 
Studies Centre, Lianlivery. 
Also in the picture are 
Mrs Lorna Owens and Mrs 
Elisabeth Martin, partners 
at the farm park, and 
Jayne’s mother, Mrs Jan 
Dafford, whose husband > 
Simon is secretary of the 
North Cornwall Spastics’ 
Society. — 


Photo: Joseph and Madge 
Charge, Keybridge, Bodmin. 


————— 


Club news 


1 DO a little visiting for the 
Red Cross and one young man 
I see belongs to the Windsor 
and Maidenhead Sports Asso- 
ciation for the Disabled. He 
has got very involved with 
this and is keen to contact 
other disabled people in the 
area to let them know that 
they would be welcome. H is 
a social club as well. 


All the usual notices are up 
in libraries, etc, but he feels 
they are not reaching many 
people who might be inter- 
ested. He has tried to obtain 
a list of disabled people in 
the area, understandably with- 
out success. 

I wondered if you would 
mention the club in Spastics 
News, which reaches people in 
this district. 

S. R. Burton (Mrs), 
56 Testwood Road, 
Windsor, 

Berks. 


Thanks 


I WOULD very much like te 
convey my thanks to all the 
readers of Spastics News who 
were so kind as to send me 
congratulations on the occa- 
sion of my receiving the 
award of the MBE. The many 
messages I received were too 
numerous to acknowledge 
individually, but nevertheless 
much appreciated. 


Berti Bobath, 

The Bobath Centre, 
5 Netherhall Gardens, 
London NW3 5RN. 


THE Editor welcomes 
letters but reserves the 


right to shorten them for 
publication. 


OPEN DAILY 
10.00 to 18.00 
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“her master, James 


NAIDEX 


comes to 
London 


NAIDEX 
aids for 
bition and conference 


*77—the 


bilitation 
Health 
Publications 
London for 
November. 


(RADAR) 
and Social 
Ltd comes 
the first 


The conference opens in the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s 
Old Hall in Vincent Square, 
SW1. on November 9 for three 
days, and the exhibition ‘is in 
the RHS’s new hall across the 


road in Greycoat Street. 


Michael Clemson, exhibition 
director, said: ‘It is the biggest 


exhibition with 91 


exhibitors 


ever 
and between 


“equipment on display.” 
free tickets are 


Newton Aids Ltd will 


electronic aids on Stand 34. 


ome, 


national 
the disabled exhi-. 
spon- 
sored by the Royal Associa- 
tion for Disability and Reha- 
and 
Services 
to 
time in 


25 
and 30 different categories of 
The 
available 
from Naidex Conventions Ltd. 
Temple House, 36 High Street, 
Sevenoaks. Kent TN13. 1JG. 
be 
exhibiting its range of manual 
and powered wheelchairs and 


t 
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THE beginning of a happy holiday as Jim Cummings, 
78, who organised the sixth Ruislip holiday for spastic 


Cam 


THE £2 million which 


The Spastics Society 
hopes to raise during 


the ‘Save A Baby’ 
campaign will be used 
for research in the 


battle to prevent need- 
less handicap, and will 
be another proud 
milestone in the Soc- 
iety’s research record. 
In its 25 year history, 
the Society has spent 
millions of pounds on 
medical and educa- 
.tional research. 

The major commitment 
is to be the Paediatric Re- 
search. Unit at Guy’s 


Hospital Medical School, 
London. The Unit. to- 


vital research 


with the Prince 


gether 
Philip Chair of Paediatrics, 


was established in 1960. 
and past financial support 
totals millions of pounds. 
The Society has a continu- 
ing annual commitment 


College at Castle Priory, 
appointment in Zambia. 


STREAKER very nearly Jost all of her nine lives when 
Burleigh, Bursar at the Society’s | 
Wallingford, left to take up an 


Purrfect ending 


For weeks he tried without success to find her a new home 
until at last it looked as if she would have to be put down. Then 
Mrs Barbara Kitchenham, who works in the kitchen at Castle 
Priory, came to the rescue after a story about the pussy’s plight 
appeared in her local paper. ‘I had always promised my little 
girl Amne-Marie, who is seven, that one day she could have a 
cat, so she is thrilled. Streaker is very sweet and friendly.’ 

So everything is purrfect for Streaker, pictured in the arms 
of her former owner, Laura Burlei 


a 


gh, five, and staff and students 
“Castle Priory can breathe again! 


: ~~. Picture-by the Oxford: Mail. 


to the Unit's work of 
research into the -causes 
and prevention of handi- 
cap. 

Most. important project 
in the field of educational 
research in recent years 
was the funding at a total 
cost of £600,000 of the 
Chair of Child Develop- 
ment at the Institute of 
Education, University of 
London. 

In addition, the Society allo- 
cates £70,000 a year for extra 
mural grants for medical 
(£50,000), and educational 
(£20,000) research. 

Grants are made upon. the 
advice of the Society’s Medical 
and Educational Advisory 
Committees, and can range 
from a relatively small sum 
to enable a specialist to attend 
a seminar concerning handicap 
abroad, to many thousands of 
pounds for a research project 
into a_ particular aspect. of 
cerebral palsy. In the current 
financia! year, for instance, the 
Medical Advisory Committee 
has awarded over £13,000 over 


‘Wonder 


week for 


spastic 


children 


THE Ruislip Council of 
Christian Churches has 
made an annual event 
out of giving spastic 
children a  ‘wonder- 
week’ holiday. For the 
sixth year in succession 
20 young spastics with 
double that number of 
volunteers, used St 
Martin’s Church Hall 
as a base from which 
to see the Guards at 
Buckingham Palace, 
Whipsnade Zoo, and 
to enjoy a host of 


other activities. At 
night the . hall was 
divided into two 


dormitories to. accom- 
modate the _ holiday- 
makers. 


Ombudsman 
steps into 
trike row 


THE Ombudsman _ is to 
investigate the Govern- 
ment’s decision to phase 
out the _ controversial 
invalid tricycle. This action 
follows a complaint put to 
the Ombudsman—Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner Sir 
Idwal Pugh—by Mr Jeff 
Rooker, Labour MP for 
Perry Bar about a series 
of ‘conflicting explanations’ 
given by Ministers for the 
decision. 

Mr Rooker said that the 
newly disabled received only 
the mobility allowance, with 
chance of 


no getting an 
invalid tricycle, while among 


those who had already been 
issued with trikes there was 
great uncertainty about future 


» provision, ; 


target for 


a two-year period to a doctor 
at Guy’s for a study on the 
effects of preventive measures 
in reducing cerebral palsy, and 
over £11,000, also to a Guy’s 


researcher. on neurological 
handicap. 
Many applications are 


turned down by the eminent 
members of the committee who 
have to be convinced that the 
proposed. research is relevant 
and will add an important new 
dimension to existing medical 
knowledge. 

The majority of the dppli- 
cations for research grants are 
from hospital. specialists or 
established research scientists 
at University medical depart- 
ments. However, the Society 
does not neglect the doctors of 
the future, and it has just an- 
nounced the award of £1,500 
each to Guy’s Hospital Medi- 
cal School, 
versity and Oxford University, 


for. the specific purpose of set- 


ting up an annual prize to the 
student who presents the best 
paper on — prevention of 
handicap. 


~~~ 
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“University has — 
banned me says — 


BOB FINDLAY, a 26-year-old spastic post- 
graduate student at Essex University, claims 
that he is being victimised by the University 
authorities because of his left wing political 
beliefs. Bob is one of seven students who were 
originally expelled from the University for their 


part in two protests there. 


The expulsions were 
later commuted to 
one to two-year sus- 
pensions, but that has 
left Bob with nowhere 
to go to start work 


on his PhD. 
‘I applied for the grant, 
which comes to over 


£2,500, during the middle 
of the protests, and it has 
been awarded by - the 
Department of Education 
and Science. [ve already 
tried two other universities 
but they cannot take me, 
and now there is just one 
more left to try. If I don’t 
get in Til have to go on 
the dole and try again 
next year, 

The ban takes. effect from 
January 1, so Bob was allowed 
on the campus of Essex until 
the end of September, but now 
he is only allowed a once- 
weekly visit to his superyiser 
until the end of the year. 


\ .- . . tf 

Victimised 
‘I claim Im being victi- 
mised because I fell foul~ of 
certain people -at the  Univer- 
sity because of my political 
views—I'm a left-wing social- 
ist. I did not foment. rebel- 
lion—I encouraged people to 
stand up for their rights, but I 
did not deliberately set out to 


make trouble for: trouble’s 
sake.’ 

What Bob. did do was 
occupy the administrative 


offices of the University dur- 
ing each of the two protests: 
‘I took part in both as a Union 
official.” The protests were 
staged by the National Union 
of Students against . the 
Government decision to. raise 
tuition fees. ‘I feel that higher 
fees discriminate .against the 
self-supporting and overseas 


Lost cash found in 
_ tons of old clothes 


JUNE Waddington’s sharp eyes and a ‘chance in a 
million’ meant that Pamela Blow got her solitaire 


diamond engagement ring after all. 


Hutton, 


some unwanted clothes, 


For Pamela, of 


Brentwood, Essex, had put four £20 notes in a 
drawer and inadvertently packed the money, 


along with 


off to the Society’s Waste Recla- 


mation Centre in Welwyn Garden City, where Mrs Wad- 


dington works as a sorter, 

Explained Mrs Hilda 
Blow, ‘My husband died in 
the summer and when the 
collecting sack for the 
spastics came I filled it up 
with his clothes. My 
daughter Pamela put out 
some of her things to go as 
well because we support 
charity regularly. 

‘About a week later Pamela 
looked for the money and we 
Speat two hours searching 
everywhere for it. Then it 
dawned on me and 1 said: ‘I 
KNOW where it is—it’s in the 
Spastics sack!’ 

Mis Blow contacted John 
Tough, Head of Marketing, 
and although he was a bit 
doubtful of success he 
promised the sorters would 


make a search. 

Over two months after the 
money was mislaid, Mrs Wad- 
dington was going through a 
sack when she let out a shriek 
of amazement as ~ money 
fluttered through the air. She 
thought it was Monopoly 
money at first, 

Pamela burst into tears of 
delight on hearing ‘the good 
news and asked for £10 to be 
used for a reward which was 
divided up between the five 
sorters. 

In a letter to John, Pamela 
said: “Words cannot express 
how I felt when the money 
was found—it was a chance 
in a million’-—and added her 
especial thanks both to Mre 
Waddington and the Society 
for their help... ... hiro 
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student,’ said’ Bob;- who was 


fined £176 in addition to the 
suspetision. 

Bob was 
Society's Thomas  Delarue 
School in Tonbridge. Kent. 
and then went on to Oakwood, 
the Society’s Further Educa- 
tion Centre for a year, 
tried computer programming 
but I didn’t enjoy it -and 1. 
left and was unemployed for 
a year. I came to Colchester 


and someone ready my. poetry 


and suggested -I tried for a 
place at the University. 1 


‘f re 


educated at the Hs 


was given a trial year to see) 
how I got on physically and= 
intellectually, and after that 1. - 


was accepted to read literature. 


but I changed to sociology and 


history.” 


Degree 


After getting his degree Bob 


started working towards his _ 


master’s degree in the 


sociology of literature. which _ 


he will complete soon. 

Bob was one of 400 students 
who took part in the protests 
and 73 were disciplined by an 
internal board made up of the 
University’s — professors and 
lecturers. Said Bob, “Twenty 
colleges took part in the pro- 


test: campaign but-only Essex 


handed out disciplinary 
measures of such a severe 
nature. 1 didn’t damage any 
property or do anything out 
of the ordinary during the 
protest. I don’t understand 
what criteria they applied 
When it came to meting out 
the punishment.’ 
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